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BECAUSE OF INTEREST RATES, STUDENTS COULD PAY UP
TO THREE TIMES THE ORIGINAL LOAN AMOUNT
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Obama Speeds Federal Loan Reform
Henry Houston, Online Editor
HHOUSTON@CSUMB.EDU

California State University, Mon
terey Bay (CSUMB) student Michael
Frederiksen, senior, SBS, has $15,000
in student loan debt, $15,000 of the
$100 billion in dispersed student
loans that The New York Federal
Reserve has recently announced.
If that is not shocking enough, the
New York Federal Reserve also an
nounced that the amount of out
standing student loans has sur
passed the $1 trillion threshold.
Since student loans have be
come more common for students,
the Obama Administration has un

dertaken certain efforts in order to
make it easier to manage student
loan debt.
One of these efforts, labeled "Pay
as You Earn," will reduce monthly
payments for more than 1.5 million
current college students as well as
forgive the debt balance in 20 years
instead of 25 years.
"College graduates are entering
one of the toughest job markets
in recent memory, and we have to
help them save more money by
consolidating their debt and cap
ping their loan payments," US Sec
retary of Education Arne Duncan
said in a statement. "And we can do
it at no cost to the taxpayer."

President Obama's executive future students, so his executive
order, which will go in to effect order moves forward the student
without the action of Congress, loan enactment date to 2012.
will decrease the bill for monthly
"In a global economy, putting
payments for US college graduates a college education within reach
who took out government loans.
for every American has never
Currently, those with outstand been more important," President
ing government loans will need to Obama said in a statement. "It's
repay 15 percent of their discre also never been more expensive.
tionary income, income remaining That's why we're taking steps to
after taxes.
help nearly 1.6 million Americans
Last year, President Obama and lower their monthly student loan
Congress passed a law stating after payments."
July 2014 college graduates would
President Obama added that un
have to pay 10 percent of their dis til Congress acts on the subject of
cretionary income. The Obama Ad student debt, he would do "every
ministration claimed that the leg thing in my power on behalf of the
islation would have affected only
CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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SUSTAIN UNDER THE
STARS

HARVEST DINNER

NSLS SPEAKER:
AUTHOR RICH DAD
POOR DAD

This will be an opportunity for
students to forgo using electricity
and camp out under the stars in an
effort to conserve electricity.

MON 11/14

FALL MUSIC FESTIVAL
MAIN QUAD
12PM-2PM
Cancer Support and Awareness Club
is putting together a music festival
in the Main Quad. This will be a free
event, but we will be accepting
donations to raise money for the 2012
Relay for Life, Monterey. There will
also be literature to spread awareness
about cancer.

TUE11/15

AS MOVIE-HARRY
POTTER/DEATHLY
HALLOWS 2
LOCATION TBA
8PM-1030 PM
In Part 2 of the epic finale, the battle
between good and evil forces of the
wizarding world escalates into an
all-out war. The stakes have never
been higher and no one is safe. But
it is Harry Potter who may be called
upon to make the ultimate sacrifice
as he draws closer to the climactic
showdown with Lord Voldemort.
It all ends here! DOORS OPEN @
7:30pm Concessions Available Cash
Only Please
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DINING COMMONS
430 P.M.-8:30 P.M.
You are invited to the annual
Harvest Dinner. This is a traditional
Thanksgiving meal with all the
fixin's for our students, staff, faculty
and community members, with
vegan, vegetarian and gluten-free
options available. Enjoy a nice meal
with your Cal State Monterey Bay
family before heading off for Fall
Break. The cost is 1 Block or $ 10.50/
person. This event is hosted by the
Residential Housing Association
and Sodexo Dining Services.

WED 11/16

OSU COMEDY W/
CHRISTINA PAZSITZKY
BLACK BOX CABARET
9PM-10PM
Christina Pazsitzky (pronounced
Puh-shit-ski)
is
a
Stand-Up
Comedian, Writer and Los Angeles.
She's been a regular Round Table
guest and Writer on the E! show
Chelsea Lately and is a series regular
on Tru TV's World's Dumbest.
Christina headlines clubs around
the country and has entertained
our troops in the Middle East, Africa
and South Korea.

A long-time veteran of television,
she's also been featured on the E!
Channel's Wildest TV Moments.
She hosted the FX series Hitchiker
Chronicles and was a cast member
on MTV's Road Rules Australia. She
was a regional finalist on Season 6
and 7 of NBC's Last Comic Standing
and is a featured Comedian on
Animal Planet's The A List. Christina
has lent her voice and written on
various animated television series,
like Trolls and Dr. Doolittle and in
the feature film TV: The Movie with
the boys from Jackass. She received
the "Up and Coming Writer" Award
from Animation Magazine for her
writing work. Most recently she
was a Contributing Writer on the
feature film Underground Comedy
Movie.

ALUMNI & VISITOR'S CENTER
MAIN ROOM
6PM-730P.M.
The National Society of Leadership
and Success present Robert
Kiyosaki, the best-selling author of
Rich Dad Poor Dad, the #1 personal
finance book of all time, and his
wife Kim Kiyosaki, the self-made
millionaire and best-selling author
of Rich Woman, are featured in a
broadcast event sponsored by the
CSUMB chapter of The National
Society of Leadership and Success.
As the 3rd of the Fall 2011 multi
speaker series sponsored by the
Society, their presentation will
focus on "Why A+ Students Work
for C- Students: The Power of
Financial Education." Attendees
will be instructed in how to:
* Get a financial head start
* Learn the new rules of money
* Avoid the tradition of working
for money
* Make money work for you

THU 12/1

STUDYABROAD FAIR
STUDENT CENTER - WEST LOUNGE
7PM-10PM
The International Club is hosting
a Study Abroad Fair, which will
include presentations, food tasting,
and musical performances to
showcase students who have
studied abroad and to encourage
prospective international students
to study abroad. We want to provide
information about studying abroad
and create opportunities for curious
students to ask questions.

GOT AN EVENT?
LET US KNOW!
OTTERREALM&CSUMB
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Embracing
History
Where CSUMB
Comes From
and Where it is
Today
What would the Internet be
without the ability to sell stuff?
Henry Houston, Online Editor
Yeah, we have that on otterrealm,
net, too. You can sell whatever you
HHOUSTON@CSUMB.EDU
want to get rid of — it better be
Normally, our Editor-in-Chief legal, though, otherwise I'll confis
Crystal Marie Lopez writes here, cate it for myself.
but the boss-woman wants me to
This issue is like a history lesson,
fill in. Allow me to introduce myself. but more lively and relevant. We all
I'm Henry Houston, Online Editor of know that this used to be a military
otterrealm.net — you know, that base, but, although their class set
website that you have bookmarked tings were slightly different than
next to Facebook. In case you don't ours, CSUMB students and soldiers
know what I'm talking about, we are pretty similar: we both lived in
have been increasing our online the same settings, we enjoy a good
content in the infinite space of the party, and we love coming home.
Internet, and they needed some
We were recognized for the third
one to sift through it all, which puts year in a row as a military-friendly
me behind the Online Editor desk.
school. And why not? Some might
Branching out online, we have say that students and soldiers are
been putting up more media that drastically different, but I'd say not.
the limited space of print forbids General Douglas MacArthur said
— that is until we garner the spells that a solider, above all, prays for
from The Daily Prophet. We have peace. Seeing that the university
been uploading photo slideshows, was founded during the peace divi
extended articles, as well as any dend years, CSUMB and soldiers are
breaking news that our reporters a star-crossed couple.
hear.
When you open Issue No. 5, let
The Internet is starting to find its the history come alive with great
niche in today's society. It has been photos, and stories of a time before
used to topple dictatorships in the the rolling of skateboards, a time
Arab Spring. The great thing about when gunfire popping penetrated
our website is that it can make any the Monterey fog.
reporter out of any California State
Besides reminiscence of the old
University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB) days, we as students face the en
student. Have you noticed an is emy of student loan debt, which
sue that we haven't reported? Well, the cover story is about. Although
with our website, you can be the debt may not be a physical enemy,
reporter. Otterrealm.net is here student loan debt can surround us
to let CSUMB's voice be amplified and threaten our financial stabil
through the Internet.
ity. As students, we can't just focus
We also upload print articles on our education in the classroom.
the website, and, with a comment We need to stay educated on the
section, you can tell us your opin financial side of attending school
ions/ perspective/ and knowledge because, in the end, we are respon
about an article that you read in sible for our future.
print or online.
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Andrew Lam Talks Media
With Print Articles Losing Popularity, a New Era of Social Media Steps In
Ross McCafferty, Staff Reporter
RMCCAFFERTY@CSUMB.EDU

On October 27, 2011, renowned
Journalist, Andrew Lam, made his
way to California State University,
Monterey Bay (CSUMB). Through
a series of lectures Lam discussed
online media. Stressing the word
"inclusion," referring to a more bal
anced basis of media coverage, Lam
included information regarding
ethnic groups in the news and also
referenced his writings, "East Eats
West" and "Perfume Dreams," which
often times represented the mis
conceptions of Asian stereotypes
and cultures, further comparing
them to Western culture and ideals.
Lam is an essayist, writer and an
editor for New America Media, an
online news source. He has been
known to be a short story writer
and also commentates frequently
on National Public Radio (NPR).
His essays have appeared in news
papers all across the country, in
cluding the New York Times, The
LA Times, and the San Francisco
Chronicle. Lam has won multiple
literary and journalism awards for
his work, including the 2009 Excel
lence in Journalism award from the

she hired me, so I basically became platforms the nature of multimedia the information consumed is based
Society of Professional Journalists.
on opinion. "It is really interesting,
Born in South Vietnam, the son a journalist on accident," laughed is interesting."
Lam further explained Journal watching the new creation of jour
of a General in the Army of the Lam.
With
Journalism
constantly ism itself is in turmoil. "How does nalism. There is a need for context.
Republic of Vietnam during the
Vietnam War, Lam and his fam evolving through new methods one get funds for a story when ev Content is everywhere. There must
ily were forced to flee from their and techniques, Lam believes jour eryone is writing? The same thing be a way to understand all the in
formation flying
native country, relocating to San nalists have to think outside the goes for photog
around.
Now
Francisco. After high school, Lam box, developing new techniques. raphy. You have
...awhile ago it was a with
multi-plat
continued his education, attend Lam believes newspaper compa to reinvent your
big deal to get pub
form journalists
ing University of Berkley, where he nies' income seems to be dwindling self as a writer
have to dabble
pursued a Bio Chemistry degree, due to the mass usage of the Inter to survive. It's
lished in the paper...
in
everything
not taking up serious writing until net. Nearly all forms of media can really interesting
now
[
with
]
the
new
(electronic me
after graduating. "It wasn't clear be viewed on the internet. Inevi in watching new
media platforms, the dia)."
back then if I wanted to be a fiction tably, this means more and more creation of jour
nature
of multimedia
With
new
writer or not. I got into the MFA writers are emerging. Andrew felt nalism. There is a
writers appear
program at San Francisco State and there are both good and bad things need for context.
is
ing almost daily,
was mostly writing just fiction," said about the new direction the writ Content is ev
interesting
from
online
Lam. "But there was a class that ing form has taken. He believed erywhere. There
-Andrew Lam
newspapers to
taught autobiographies. I began information has become narrower must be a way
personal blogs,
writing a piece on why I wanted to and in more of a "one perspective" to understand all
be a writer and it wasn't until I took type of manner. Lam went on to the information flying around," said from Facebook to Twitter, the flood
of information traveling through
an autobiography class, where I ex say much of the information con Lam.
Many people now have the abil current society is creating new
plored the idea of being a refugee sumed is based on opinion. "What
and having a life much different is good about the new shift is that ity to scan all types of news, from challenges in the way media is pro
for the American lifestyle," Lam ex a new /good story has the potential different news providers around cessed, which should be embraced
to travel all over the world. People the world. This can allow people to with a new way of thinking, a way
plained.
The essay made its way from the now have the ability to search for literally skim through information, in which consumers think outside
hands of a fellow classmate to an their news. At the same time, a only taking minutes of reading of the box.
editor at Pacific News Service. Lam while ago it was a big deal to get before moving on. Lam believed
soon found himself a new career published in the paper. It was ex information is now narrower and
and passion for journalism, writing citing to have six people pick up in more of a one perspective man
for the local paper. "Within a year a paper. Now with the new media ner. He went on to say that much of

The Wolff-Man
Tobias Wolff on How To Sharpen Those "Killer-Instincts"
Jessica Radogna, Staff Reporter
JRADOGNAS@CSUMB.EDU

for man's need to make sense of
Fiction writers often joke that they own kind of stage."
Indeed Wolff has had plenty of life's chaos.
make a living by telling lies. To read
"There is a need in us for exactly
a story by master-storyteller Tobias material to go on. As a youngster,
Wolff however, one might very well he suffered not only the separa what literature can give, which
come to the conclusion that he is tion of his family, but also abuse at is a sense of who we are, beyond
what data can tell
obsessed with it. In a recent inter the hands of his
us...a sense of
view, when asked why so many of stepfather. Events
There is a need in
which
served
as
the
workings of
his characters seem to be compul
us for exactly what what we used to
sive liars, Wolff replied, "The world the inspiration for
literature can give, call the soul"Wolf
is not enough, maybe? .. .to lie is to what is arguably
stated in an inter
say the thing that is not, so there's considered to be
which
is... a sense of view
his
most
power

with Stand
obviously an unhappiness with
ful novel, This the workings of what ford Today.
what is, a discontent."
we used to call the
Boy's Life.
While his past
In a lecture given Tuesday, No
His
dysfunc
served as inspira
soul
vember 1 at California State Univer
tion for his stories,
sity, Monterey Bay's (CSUMB) very tional youth set
-Tobias Wolf
archetype
Wolff attributes
own World Theatre, Wolff went on the
for many of his
his skills as writer,
to describe his personal inspira
tortured characters-some embel and his trademark "intimacy and fa
tions for becoming a writer.
"The use of [my] life as a kind of lish the truth to appear more inter miliarity with the human emotion"
material to create a genuine hu esting, others use it as a means to to a slew of famous novelists includ
man being in fiction has been an escape the horrors of their reality. ing Jack London and Leo Tolstoy.
"Before you become a writer,
escape from escape." Wolff stated. The act of storytelling itself then
It is about "treating the past its becomes an extended metaphor you have to be reader...imitation

PHOTO PROVIDED BY:MARK COGGINS
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TOBIAS WOLFFE

is how we learn. We have to have mind that."
some model. [Individualism] hap
These days, Wolff teaches Eng
pens naturally."
lish and creative writing as a pro
But what happens when imita fessor at Stanford University and
tion goes too far?
most recently, he published Our
Wolff's latest novel, Old School, Story Begins a collection of his new
addresses the issue of plagiarism, est stories as well as some older
and the profound consequences favorites. The book went on to win
of dangerous ambition. Once The Story Prize for 2008 in addi
again, his skills as a storyteller are tion to his number of others, most
such that the reader must wonder notably, the PEN/Malamud Award,
whether the book is in some way, the Rea Award-both for excellence
autobiographical. In a 2008 inter in short story writing- the Los An
view, Dana Gioia, former Chairman geles Times Book Prize, and the
of the National Endowment of the PEN/Faulkner Award. He has also
Arts asked Wolff the very same been the editor of Best American
question to which he coyly replied: Short Stories, The Vintage Book of
"I was certainly aware in bringing Contemporary American Short Sto
this forward in this voice, in this sit ries, and A Doctor's Visit: The Short
uation, that a lot of readers familiar Stories of Anton Chekhov. His work
with either or both of my memoirs appears regularly in The New York
would makes assumptions about er, The Atlantic, Harper's, and other
this being in fact, a memoir dis magazines and literary journals.
guised as a novel. And I really didn't
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With Great Power Comes Great Responsibility
Otter Realm Staff Reporter

2012-2013 RA and PM Application Process Begins

California State University, Mon dents believe that RAsjust use their
terey Bay (CSUMB) Student Hous power to enforce rules and break
ing and Residential Life (SHRL) will up parties. However, this isn't their
begin accepting applications for main purpose. A Resident Advisors
students looking to
true responsibility is
be Residential Advi
to build strong com
sors (RA) and Peer
munities and help
Mentors (PMs) for the
those living in the
2012-2013 academic
residence halls to suc
year.
ceed
professionally
Applications will be
and academically by
posted on the SHRL
creating a welcoming
website on Novem
and safe environber 15 and will be
’ ment for each stu
due to the SHRL of
dent.
fice (building 12) by
So
who
are
January 31,2012 at 7 p.m
these Resident Advisor people
The following is a testimonial anyway? Resident Advisors are
from Ryan Eller, year, major, RA for students who are responsible, who
third floor of Vineyard Suites.
want to have a lasting impact
Stan Lee, the creator of Marvel on their school during their
Comics, once gave Spider-Man one collegiate career, and who have a
of the most famous and oft-quoted desire to help lead their peers.They
lines; "With great power comes are helpers by nature; taking time
great responsibility." For many out of their busy schedules to talk
students here at CSUMB, power with residents about personal, aca
is thought to be in your hall's demic, and professional issues. And
Resident Advisor (RA). Many stu like all students, they are busy with

school work and other extracurricu many opportunities for pro
lar activities.
fessional development. Not only
One of the many ways Resident do RAs leave their position with
Advisors build strong connections mediation, administrative, leader
with their residents is through ship, programming, and helping
hall and campus-wide programs. skills—but they have the oppor
Programs are a great way for tunity to be trained in various sub
residents to
ject matters
meet other
that
help
residents on
them in their
their floor,
current posi
in their hall,
tion and in
or
across
their future
campus.
A
career. Each
fantastic
RA attends
example of this was the Haunted a 20 day summer training pro
House at the BBC in October. If you gram and is continuously trained
were one of the 400 people that at throughout the semester to gain
tended, than you should know that these skills.
you were scared by a few RAs and
Lately, many students have
Area Council members who orga been asking me about the RA role
nized the whole project. As an R A, and how they could apply to be
I can attest that programming is an RA next year. The role itself is a
one of the best parts of the job.
20 hours a week commitment in
Another important aspect of which RAs build relationships with
this job, which is probably not their students, RAs work with their
known by many students, is supervisor to continuously evalu
that the RA position provides ate their performance, RAs take

The role itself is a 20 hours
a week commitment in
which RAs build relation
ships with their students

part in a Student Housing & Resi
dential Life committee, and RAs
check buildings for safety and fa
cilities issues.
As you've read, the RAs have
many responsibilities and there is
always something to do. But most
of the time those things are fun and
exciting, especially if you are one
who likes to challenge themselves
within a professional setting. If you
feel you would like to take on this
responsibility and have the power
to change lives and policies on our
campus, please apply to be a Resi
dent Advisor!
Additionally, if you would like to
speak more to a current RA about
the position, please attend one of
our Information Sessions:
Area 1-Wednesday, November 30 at 8
p.m.
Area 2-Thursday, December 1 at 6 pjn.
North Quad- Monday December 5 at
8 pm
East Campus-Tuesday, December 6 at
8 pm.

Faculty Union Strikes
CFA Demands $20 Million As Part of the Original Bargaining Agreement
Nicolas Perez, Staff Reporter
NIPEREZ^CSUMB.EDU

STUDENTS SHOW
SOLIDARITY WITH
CFA

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
CRYSTAL MARIE LOPEZ

The members of the California
Faculty Association (CFA), which
represents lecturers, professors,
counselors,
librarians
and
coaches from all 23 campuses in
the California State University
(CSU) system, voted to authorize
a one-day strike on two campuses,
CSU East Bay and CSU Dominguez
Hills, on November 17.
According to Rafael Gomez, the
CFA Chapter President for CSU,
Monterey Bay (CSUMB), the union
contract for the 2008-09 and 200910 school years was violated by

CSU Chancellor Charles Reed and
his administration due to budget
cuts. "We are ready to take action
regarding the unpaid salary
increases for those previous
years" Gomez said.
The fliers distributed by CFA
announce that the union supports
the colleagues at Dominguez Hills
and East Bay and if the demands
are not meet "will commit to hon
or a one-day strike if it is called at
CSUMB"
"We don't want to strike. The
solution is simple. The union
simply wants the Chancellor to
honor the contract," Gomez said.
The Nov. 9 informational picket
on campus was an informational
event "this action [was]
not against our CSUMB
administration" Gomez
explained, but a message
to the CSU Chancellor
and the Board of Trustees
that they need to honor
the contract.
A CSU document provided by
Dr. Kathryn Cruz-Uribe, Provost
and Vice President for Academic
Affairs at CSUMB, describes other
side of the issue. The document
states that CSU is currently nego
tiating with the faculty union for a

Reed as the Occupy Wall Street
protesters feel about decisions
that benefit 1 percent of the pop
ulation. The Chancellor is doing
exactly the same to our CSU, by
hiking student fees, cutting classes,
and not paying the faculty raises
that he agreed to."
Since 1998, the year Reed be
came Chancellor of CSU, state fees
(state university fee only) have in
creased by 263 percent, according
to the CFA's official website.
Despite the claims, CSUMB
President, Dianne Harrison, shows
support for the Chancellor.
"I will tell you that Chancellor
Reed is one of the best system
heads (if not the best) in the
United States. He is
constantly called upon
by other states, gover
nors, and national and
international organiza
tions and associations
to talk about the CSU
and our various initiatives
interests above the interests of which become national mod
lecturers, professors, counselors, els," she said.
librarians, coaches and students.
Although Chancellor Reed and
On November 3, CFA President, standing campus presidents have
Lillian Taiz, expressed her frustra not received a pay raise since 2007,
tion. "Students and faculty feel according to the CSU press release,
the same way about Chancellor his salary has increased by 66

contract to succeed the one that
expired in June 2010 and that "the
$20 million CFA is contemplating
striking over would pay for 315 fulltime temporary lecturer jobs, en
rollment of 2,800 students or 3,150
course sections."
Chancellor Reed has said that
there is no money due to cuts.
However, according to the union,
two impartial fact-finders investi
gated the matter and recommend
ed that faculty should be paid part
of the salary increases negotiated
in the last contract.
Reed's loyalty has even been
questioned by members of the
CFA, claiming Reed and his ad
ministration are putting their own

The union urges members to get
on the buses to demonstrate along
the colleagues of East State and
Dominguez Hills on Nov. 17

percent since 1998, whereas
executive salaries have in
creased by 71 percent, and
only 27 percent for faculty
general salary.
Despite the last 12 percent tu
ition increase, not all news is bad at
CSUMB. According to Kathryn CruzUribe, CSUMB continues to thrive
despite hardships. "At CSUMB, we
are not cutting classes, our average
class size remains under 30, and we
have not laid off staff or faculty. In
fact, we continue to hire more fac
ulty; this Fall we welcomed nine
new tenure-track faculty and more
than 20 lecturers," she stated.
President Harrison explained in her
2011 State of the University speech
how this campus is dealing with
the budget crisis "Through several
straight years of state budget cuts,
we have demonstrated our ability to
manage our way through adversity
by being smart and staying nimble."
While the administration fo
cuses on raising private money for
scholarships, and managing the
shirking budget, the union urges
members to get on the busses to
demonstrate along the colleagues
of East State and Dominguez Hills
on Nov. 17.
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Tom Oberheim, Oberheim Synthesizers
A Legend of Synthesis Speaks at CSUMB
Ayanna Keeling
AKEELING@CSUMB.EDU

An effort to kick off the beginning at University of California, Los An Robin Wienands, senior, MPA.
of November, the Music and Per geles (UCLA) and decided to study
"I didn't know much about tech
forming Arts program at Califor physics and computer engineer nology in those days. I had the first
nia State University, Monterey Bay ing. Although he was interested in space shifter that you could buy in
(CSUMB) scheduled a lecture series computer engineering, he also had the music store, which was orient
with Thomas Elroy Oberheim of an interest in music. His passion for ed towards music," Oberheim said
Oberheim Synthesizers.
engineering convinced him to con in the lecture.
The lecture, held on November 4 tinue this path. He decided to at
Interesting enough, Tom Oberin the CSUMB Music Hall, was open tain his physics degree, serve in the heim's first customer was Stevie
to all students, faculty, staff and Army, and later decided to work for Wonder. He was using a monster
members of the outside community. various computer companies.
Yamaha that weighed about 250
Tom Oberheim is an audio engineer
In 1973, he came up with the pounds. Mr. Stevie Wonder wanted
who founded four audio electron idea of the SCM, which is a smaller something that worked both effec
ics companies. Many students have and inexpensive synthesizer that tively and efficiently. The Yamaha
interests in various aspects of the increases the monophonic sound he owned cost approximately
music industry, whether in regards of music. The SCM sound is slightly $100,000 but the synthesizer that
to rhetoric, forensics, intercultural, different than most synthesizers; Oberheim sold cost $4,500.
performance or digital media.
the sound frequencies can vary
Oberheim expresses his passion
Several students expressed their from high to low compared to the for synthesizing in several ways. He
concerns about computer engi previous synthesizers. The SCM highly believes the inspiration he
neering, specifically dealing with improved the history of digital se had came from his peers as well as
the music industry. "I have always quencing. His original plan was to future entrepreneurs. For instance,
been interested in engineering so produce a synthesizer that could in the fall of 2008, Oberheim was
I figured I could attend the Ober be played by a digital sequencer. invited by the Red Bull Music Acad
heim lecture series to get more in These changes helped improve the emy for a lecture in Barcelona. He
formation" said Thomas Kane, com overall sound of music.
was able to teach young DJ's and
munity member.
Those who attended the lecture music producers more about syn
Oberheim has previously worked found it interesting and many stu thesizing and the hard work it takes
as a draftsman trainee at NCR Cor dents were introduced to the start to make music successful in this
poration. Because of his positive of music through the process of day and age.
experience at NCR Corporation, digital synthesizing.
Several MPA students, as well as
he pursued a career in computer
"Mr. Tom Oberheim basically de other students, enjoyed the infor
engineering. He became a student fined early synthesizer music" said mation that Oberheim provided.

TOM OBERHEIM AT HIS 2009 RED
BULL MUSIC ACADEMY IN BOSTON

Many students looked to him as
an idol, someone that they want to
mirror in the future. "I didn't know
much about digital synthesizing so
I went to the lecture series to learn
more about the art. I loved when

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
MATTHEW DAVIDSON
VIA FLICKR CREATIVE COMMONS

he started to play pieces of music
from his new SEM, with multitrack
recording. It was pretty neat!" said
Stefanie Shephard, BUS.
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TEDx Talks at CSUMB
Local Youth Inspire Ideas for the Future
Aubrey Madrigal, Staff Reporter
AMADRIGAL@GUMB.EDU

"Inspire tomorrow, today." This is
the theme of this year's TEDxYouth@Monterey event. Students
and young people from all over
the Central Coast and beyond will
be attending a function to help
change their views on the world
around them. TEDxYouth day is tak
ing place all over the planet from
Nov. 19 to 21 to celebrate Interna
tional Children's Day, and the World
Theatre at California State Univer
sity, Monterey Bay (CSUMB) will be
the headquarters for the Central
Coast conference.
The World Theatre was chosen
as the ideal site for TEDxYouth@
Monterey because it was not only
central to the area, but also located
in a place of higher learning. They
recognized CSUMB for its connec
tion with the area around it due to
its service learning emphasis. Fur
thermore, there was a grand sense
that this event should not only
reach Monterey, but should also
encompass the surrounding cities
of Castroville, Salinas, and King City.
A variety of perspectives is key
in order to inspire and educate on

a broad scale. Bob Cole, director
at Digital Learning Commons and
co-organizer for TEDxYouth@Monterey, supports that idea.
"Our goal was to create a diverse
program of ideas and presenters
that would stimulate new ways of
thinking and a sense of possibility."
And their diversity ranges far
and wide. Their organizing team
met regularly, planning to find the
perfect meld of topics and ideas.
Communities from all over the
world come together to listen and
learn from a younger generation.
Many of these events are broad
cast online, resulting in a massive
conglomeration of young children
and their supporters speaking their
minds to a larger audience.
This includes over 20 registered
schools, which will act as "youth
ambassador teams," consisting of
five students and one chaperone.
Other youth focused organizations
have joined in, such as the Mon
terey Bay Aquarium's Teen Conser
vation Leaders program, the Wahine Project, and the Salinas Boys and
Girls Club. The Youth Ambassador

Teams are attending TEDxYouth@ members of the audience to walk
Monterey with the help of scholar away with a sense of possibility.
ships from Stevenson School, one
"We all have ideas. How often do
of the event's founding partners.
we take that first step, and the sec
"Among our presenters, young ond step?"
and old, we have on our program a
This is a truly global event, and
futurist, a garage band, an author, a a great thing to be a part of. For
community activist, an accordion those wishing to attend, tickets
ist, a surfer, a social entrepreneur, a are available for Nov. 19 at tedxyvirtual world designer, an inventor, outhmonterey.com. Live streaming
a graffiti artist, and a builder just to video will also be available on the
name a few."
day of the event for those unable to
These were narrowed down from
60 suggestions from around Mon
terey County, made through their
website or social media channels.
A few of their presenters are under
21. They come from high schools
and middle schools in the area.
Their peers and teachers nominat
ed them.
The independently organized
event is not directly connected to
TED, the website that encourages
the precedence of "Ideas worth
spreading," yet the name and a lim
ited number of elements are lent to
the cause.
Students are highly encouraged
to attend the event. Cole wants
TEDX PUTS YOUTH IN CHARGE

Rock the Halls
Kylie Fields, Staff Reporter
KFIELDS@CSUMB.EDU

Christmas comes early to Califor ing a standing ovation and being
nia State University, Monterey Bay swarmed after the show for auto
(CSUMB) as the band December graphs and pho
People spreads the joy of the sea tographs with
son. On Nov. 12, at the World The their fans, it was
ater, be prepared for songs from decided
that
the holiday season, but with a clas they just had
sic rock twist!
to come back
This is the second time Decem again this year.
ber People will be displaying their
Robert Berry,
talents at CSUMB. Last year, with who has played
a sold out show, the band helped with Emerson,
bring in an estimated 2,000 pounds Lake, and Palmer, Sammy Hagar,
of food donations as a part of the Ambrosia, and Greg Kihn, leads the
Can Jam Food Drive. After receiv- band. Also featured is Gary Pihl,

PHOTO PROVIDED BYSUMAYAAGHA

December People Present the Boughs
of"Holly"daysatCSUMB

(guitar), and David Medd, (key
boards), Mike Vanderhule (drums)
and Jack Foster
(guitar, vocals).
December
People is signed
to Magna Carta
Records and re
cently had "Rat
tle & Humbug,"
a reference to
U2's Rattle and
Hum, come out in 2010, their lat
est album. December People has
also been featured in the San Jose

This is the second
time December Peo
ple will be displaying
their talents here at
CSUMB

attend in person.
Cole's thoughts on the meaning
of the theme, "Inspire tomorrow,
today," resonate with the rest of the
community.
"To me it means taking action to
day to affect the future in a positive
and lasting way, whether through
small acts of appreciation and kind
ness, grassroots leadership, or bold,
visionary efforts to create change."

Holiday Parade and at the Avalon
in Santa Clara. Each member of
the band has played with other
bands and famous artists such as
Sammy Hagar, Ambrosia, Boston,
The Tubes, and Aja Vu. Jack Foster
himself is an International Solo art
ist and part of Musea Records.
If great groups such as The Who,
Boston, U2, ZZ Top, Peter Gabriel,
ELP, Lep Zeppelin, Sting, and San
tana all recorded familiar Christmas
songs, what would they sound like?
December People.
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Talkin'Turkey
The Science Behind Your Stuffing
Aubrey Madrigal, Staff Reporter
AMADRIGAL@CSUMB.EDU

On Thanksgiving night, a
point is made to over-eat
everything on the table: turkey,
ham, potatoes, gravy, yams,
you name it. Pump- kin pie
and a nap are the standard
toppers to an awesome
night a t the dinner table. So,
what is it about turkey that
makes individu- als fall asleep,
and what makes a difference
between sweet potatoes and
yams? Are they not the same
thing? Not sure? This is the
science of your Thanksgiving
dinner.
About 20 minutes after your last
bite of bird, its time to shut your
eyes and sink into a food coma of
epic proportions. Turkey makes
you sleepy because of the L-Tryp-

tophan, an amino acid that
helps the human body create
seratonin. L-Tryptophan is also
the precursor to melatonin, a
sleep hormone. So, white meat
or dark, get ready for a few Zs.
Also, if you are looking for the
most tender part on the bird,
that would be the Oyster, or the
muscles in between the wings.
They are small and delicous, so
keep it a secret and snack on them
quietly. Some families opt out of
the tur- key thing and lean more
towards a ham. In some cases the
Virginia ham is cured with salt,
then smoked. The salt and smoking
draws water out of the ham, and
the coating of salt helps prevent
the proliferation of microorgan
isms. It is aged from 2 months to

as much as 3 years. It is required to removed, and flavor will still be im as well. Yams and sweet potatoes
have mold scraped off the sides of parted to the bird.
are commonly confused. However,
the ham, and served cold or fresh
Mashed potatoes would be Yams and Sweet potatoes are not
from the oven. The salt content due missed greatly if they did not grace even in the same family. Sweet Po
to the curing is high, so have lots of the table. The difference between tato has beta carotene, but only 1/9
water handy!
fresh mashed "taters" and dried of that of a carrot.
Or, maybe apple cider? What spuds? An increase in sodium and
One thought must be spared for
makes cider "cider". Standardly, it is decrease in vitamin C. Spuds are all of those pumpkins that could
considered an alcoholic beverage, cooked, mashed, then dehydrated. not make it as jack-o-lanterns or
but in the case of the non alcoholic The removal of the water content pie. You can enjoy their send off as
variety, it just means unfiltered changes the amount of vitamin C they are launched into the air with
juice. Drink up!
in the meal. That is not to say that the help of trebuchets and air can
Why stuff a bird? Stuffing flavors spuds are not far more convenient, nons on "Punkin' Chunkin'" on Sci
the turkey. However, if the stuff nor any less tasty. There is one po ence Channel Thanksgiving night.
ing, which is soaking up the juices tato that takes the gravy though.
of the uncooked turkey, is not The sweet potato.
cooked properly, you may be more
Yam and sweet potatoes are far
sick and less tired. To avoid illness from the same tuber. The skin of a
from uncooked stuffing, try plac yam is rougher, almost like a tree
ing herbs, spices, apples, etc. inside bark. Its water content is much
the bird's cavity.These can be easily higher than that of a sweet potato

The New Speed Limit
New Finding Challenges Our Scientific View
Andrew Hines, Staff Reporter
WHINES@CSUMB.EDU

From the Theory of the Big Bang,
the Law of Gravity and Einstein's
Theory of Relativity, the various
fields of science have long been
known for breaking new ground
and astonishing the world at large.
It may actually be time to amend
that last point very soon. On Sept.
22, researchers at the CERN insti
tute in Switzerland made a discov
ery that could change our collec
tive understanding of physics and
the universe at large.
During an experiment designed
to detect neutrinos (subatomic,
electrically neutral particles), re
searchers at CERN noticed some
thing in their findings. These par
ticles were apparently traveling at
superluminal speeds. This should
have been impossible. By their
calculations these neutrinos were
traveling 60 nanoseconds faster
than light. It is also worth men

tioning that CERN's measure of
uncertainty is 10 nanoseconds on
either side.
Given that a nanosecond is one
billionth of a second, this would
seem rather inconsequential. How
ever, since light travels at 186,282
miles per second, it is actually
significant. This significance is in
creased when considering that the
speed of light has long been held
as the universal restrictor plate.
If readers are wondering how
this affects the work of Einstein,
it is important to begin with how
it affects his Theory of Relativity.
Since relativity is most closely re
lated to an object's mass relative
to the speed at which it travels,
one could possibly see how a new
unit of measurement would be
required. This is because the basic
language of the Theory of Rela
tivity is the energy (E) is equal to

mass (m) times the speed of light
multiplied by itself (c2). In other
words, the closer an object get to
approaching the speed of light,
the more it's relative mass increas
es. As an example, this is why a car
traveling at 60 mph does more
damage than the same car travel
ing at 15 mph.
The Otter Realm caught up with
two of CSUMB's science professors,
Steve Moore
and depart
ment
chair
man
Daniel
Fernandez.
When asked
about
the
news, Moore
said, "Theo
retically, nothing can go faster
than the speed of light, so this
result (which suggests some neu
trinos exceed that ultimate speed

limit) is very exciting. If it's right, it
breaks one of the most fundamen
tal laws of modern physics and
forces us to rethink our view of
how the universe works!"
As to how massive he thought
the ramifications might be: "If this
does turn out to be true, it prob
ably won't completely scrap Ein
stein's theory any more than Ein
stein's theory scrapped Newton's
Laws of Motion .
. . If these fasterthan-light
neu
trinos turn out to
be legitimate, it
will certainly force
a revision of Ein
stein's Theory of
Relativity, but is
unlikely to prove it utterly wrong."
Professor Fernandez mentioned
that if this holds true, "it would
revolutionize everything. It would

If it's right, it breaks
on of the most
fundamental laws of
modern physics

throw everything on its head." He
added that, "In experiments like
this, checking the data can be a
lengthy process, a very lengthy
process. These are experiments
that have been going on for years
so it's not just a one shot thing."
It can be likened to an experi
ment in 1986 when a pair of scien
tists reported they had discovered
cold fusion, a form of nuclear pow
er that would theoretically take
place at several hundred degrees
rather than millions. Such is the
scrutiny this experiment is receiv
ing. Many in the scientific commu
nity are waiting with bated breath
to see if this will become part of
the scientific canon or if it will be
a mere fluke.
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Surviving Finals 101

Tricks to help you get through the stress of finals
Adam Napoletano, Staff Reporter
ANAPOLETANO@CSUMB.EDU

That dreaded time of year is here
again. Finals! Students spend all se
mester doing hours of homework,
presentations, essays and projects
just to prepare themselves for the
final obstacle for their classes. With
stress being the key component
when it comes to finals, it is benefi
cial to know some tricks in able to
beat stress at its own game.
1) Sleep:sleep is key to help with
avoiding stress during finals. With
more sleep, one can be more reju
venated to spend quality time with
the books. As said on hubpages.
com, sleep is the best trick to sur
viving finals. The goal should be to
get at least six hours of sleep but
no more than eight. If you go more
than eight hours of sleep then your

body feels drained and you will not
have the energy to study for finals.
2) Food; during finals, eating
junk food would not be the best
idea. Keeping a steady diet, helps
the body and mind have the ener
gy it needs to be able to study and
achieve good grades. According to
webmd.com, the top choices for
food that can keep the mind open
and body going are simple foods
like blueberries, wild salmon, differ
ent types of nuts and seeds, avoca
dos and whole grains.
3) Social networking; lay offsites
such as Facebook or Twitter for a
few days, if not, try to stay away
from it while studying. A study was
done at Visayas State University in
the spring of 2011 where 116 ran
dom students were chosen to mon

itor the hours they study versus the
hours they spend on social net
works. Results of the study showed
that during finals, the level of social
networking use went down be
cause of the focus on studies. One
trick that could be very rewarding
is to pair up with a good friend or
roommate and change each other's
passwords to accounts. This way
two people are focusing more on
studies and less on what everyone
else is upto.
4) Library; the library is not just a
big building with books in it. Take
advantage of it! The library is the
perfect place to post and study or
work on final projects. Many stu
dents at CSUMB will agree that with
there being minimal distractions,
the library is worth the walk.

Students Tell All
What students are doing to prepare for graduate school
Desiree Sheppard, Staff Reporter
DSHEPPARD@GUMB.EDU

The season for graduate school
application starts now. When ap
plying for Grad schools, students
should be prepared to face the pro
cess of putting together a strong
package, let alone getting ready
when receiving their conditional
acceptance letters.
Preparing for grad school how
ever differs amongst the diverse
programs provided worldwide. A
convincing evidence of academic
research, writing, and critical skills
are a common denominator for
getting the ticket to a masters pro
gram.
Jessica Brown, Assistant Direc
tor of the Undergraduate Research
Opportunities
Center
(UROC),
states that, in addition to strong
grades and building relationships
with their faculty, students should
engage in undergraduate research
or internships that align with their
graduate school interests.
UROC is a cross-campus center
that places, trains, and supports
students engaged in undergradu
ate research. UROC students
work on real-world projects with
CSUMB faculty, with regional re
search partners, and at research
institutions across the U.S. The
McNair scholarship, for instance
is an opportunity to work closely

with scholar and gain first hand
research experience.
Taking advantage of these op
potunities help students refine their
academic and career goals, and
prepare them for future graduate
studies. Brown says students must
utilize their faculty advisers, Career
Development, and the UROC. These
are great resources to get started.
Ashley Rojas, junior, Collabora
tive Health and Human Services
Major wants to go to Grad School to
pursue her goal of working in third
world countries as a Social Worker
for Human Traffickers. By doing
so she constantly looks up pro
grams and Grad Schools that offer
her interests so that she can get a
well rounded observation of which
school best suits her. She maintains
her grades with a Deans List grade
point average of 3.75, and plans to
continue with the same momen
tum. She claims that Grad School is
a scary thing to think about but is
up for the challenges ahead.
Along with preparing for gradu
ate school, many applicants will
take the Graduate Record Exami
nation (GRE). According to the
Educational Testing Service Orga
nization the GRE is the most widely
accepted graduate admissions test
worldwide.

In August the critical test be
came the "GRE revised general
testing" which was formerly
known as the GRE general test.
The new version is supposed to
be more test-taker friendly and in
cludes undated questions.
GRE questions are closely aligned
to the expectations in graduate
or master business programs giv
ing the schools the opportunity
to see if aspiring students can ob
tain certain capabilities. Questions
focus on three main points: verbal
reasoning, quantitative reasoning,
and analytical writing skills. Verbal
reasoning measures ones ability to
both analyze and evaluate written
material while synthesizing the in
formation obtained. Quantitative
reasoning calculates problem solv
ing abilities on algebra, arithmetic,
geometry, and data analysis. Ana
lytical writing evaluates ones abili
ty to articulate and support difficult
ideas clearly.
Over 675,000 prospective gradu
ate and business school applicants
from 230 countries take the test.
The test is available at over 700 lo
cations, in more than 160 countries.
Nicole Jones, senior, Human
Communications Major recently
took the GRE. She said that the test
is definitely challenging, and not

THE G.R.E. IS THE WAY TO BE!

one that can be crammed into one
late night study session. She advis
es students to study diligently and
stay focused. She added that even
though the test was difficult she was
very well prepared by using every
resource that was available to her:
practice tests, books, study partners,
as well as a mentor.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
DESIREE SHEPPARD

She studied for six weeks straight
blocking out any distractions includ
ing friends, parties, and any unnec
essary drama. She stayed positive
through the whole thing and knows
that it will all pay off in the end.
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Small Step, Big Problem
Obama Speeds Federal Loan Reform
CONTINUED FROM COVER

Henry Houston, Online Editor
HHOUSTONffiCSUMB.EDU

American people."
However, some wonder if this
will be enough for college students
who are graduating with student
loan debt. President Obama said
that "Pay As You Earn" is one in
his series of executive orders to
put Americans back to work. The
amount that a college graduate
with student loans will actually
save under this program is minis
cule: with monthly rates decreasing
at as little as $5 to $10.
In order to educate CSUMB
students on the issue of taking out
student loans, TAT screened a doc

umentary on the issue on Nov. 8,
Default: The Student Loan Docu
mentary, which was directed by
Aurora Meneghello.
"Pretty much our intention from
the start was to educate people on
student loans: how they work, what
happens when you cannot pay
them back, and to open a dialogue
about debt," the film's director Au
rora Meneghello said in a statement.
"No other generation has had
to face $20,000 in student loan
debt out of the gate," Alan Collidge,
founder of Student Loan Justice, said
in the documentary. He added that.

"Alan is hinting that a bor
rower will lend to people how
will not be able to repay, or didn't
know what they were getting
into," Meneghello said. "We are all
responsible, schools shouldn't raise
tuitions, states shouldn't cut fund
ing, students and families should
be responsible, and private lenders
shouldn't profit so much."
Collidge's organization, Student
Loan Justice, has been lobbying
Congress to push a bill focused on
private student loan bankruptcy.
According to the organization's
website, this is the fourth attempt.

Student Loan Justice is directing
their efforts on this issue because
student loans are exempt from
bankruptcy.
Although the executive order
places the newly formed Con
sumer Financial Protection Bureau
in charge of listing financial aid
options and an explanation of the
terms and agreements and the re
ality of loan repayment, Meneghe
llo thinks education on the matter
is not enough.
"When you let students in their
20s with no assets borrow $ 100,000
without any bankruptcy protec

Overdue Homecoming
Troops Returning by Year's End
Erika Murillo, Staff Reporter

he returned from the Vietnam.
the movement to help returning CSUMB to rise due to the proxim
"The public would throw trash at soldiers. The plan is part of the Presi ity of various resources available to
us in the airport, we just didn't have dents challenge to the private sec them. "We are the only CSU insti
the support of the people," said tor to hire and train 100,000 veter tute to have a VA health Center on
It is over (for real this time)! Presi Black. This differs greatly from the ans and spouses in twosyears. Going campus which is located on Divarty,"
dent Obama announced on Friday, way the Americans are dealing with straight into the job force is not the Young proudly stated.
The aid for troops does not stop
October 21 that the war in Iraq will the returning Veterans. The public is only option available; soldiers can
supportive,
unlike
the
welcoming
of
also
go
back
to
school
and
receive
there;
The Stilwell Community Cen
be over once the last soldier steps
a degree.
ter focuses on the family aspect of
out of the country by year's end. troops from Vietnam.
"This is a different generation and
California State University, Mon the military personals life and has
Obama, an advocate to end the war,
accelerated the process to end the the major issue they will face when terey Bay (CSUMB), is just one of programs to help a soldier get their
conflict, he said soldiers will walk coming back is the readjustment to many universities across the nation life back in order.
For more information on welcom
out of the country with their "heads daily civilian life," stated Black. Obvi to work with veterans of the Armed
ously,
times
are
different,
but
the
re

Services
in
providing
a
transition
to
ing
our troops back from the war,
held high," and that the American
ality of readjusting to life out of the higher education. The Veterans Ad visit the Welcome Back Veterans
people support the troops.
ministration (VA) Educational Ben website at
With the returning of the troops, military has not.
Veterans now must face another efits Certification provides veterans welcomebackveterans.org.
the country is preparing for their
return with various resources and foe, one that has plagued the rest with admissions and academic
of the nation while the troops were counseling assistance. Depending
programs.
Being a community intertwined away, the economy. To combat on their positions within the mili
with military personal, the com this factor, the First Lady, Michelle tary, a veteran could be eligible for
munity is expecting to see an influx Obama, and Dr. Jill Biden, married a Gl Bill, which helps them pay for
of veterans returning and looking to Vice President Joe Biden, have school and even housing.
According to Giselle Young,
to reintegrate into 'normal' civilian joined forces with the American
Logistics
Association
(ALA)
to
cre

CSUMB's
Graduation Coordinator
life. Michael Black, an educator of
the Learning for Life School in Ma ate job opportunities for return and VA Services Representative,
rina and ex green barrette, agrees ing troops. This effort is called the veterans are able to apply just like
with Obama's decision to bring the Joining Forces initiative which will every other student. "There are cur
troops home. Black stated that the allow roughly 25,000,veterans and rently 68 veterans' enrolled using
American people are going to do their spouses to be hired by the end the Gl Bill," said Young who expects
what they could to help the troops, a of 2013. This is just the first step in the number of veterans enrolling at
considerable difference from when
EMURILLO@CSUMB.EDU

tion, you can't just say'told you so.'
[With bankruptcy protection], the
lender will be more cautious. It's
not so people will go bankrupt, but
lenders can't get money from you
and put people in poverty."
The biggest problem that
Meneghello sees with the executive
order is that it leaves out the prob
lem of private student loan debt.
In order to combat private loans,
she wants her documentary to tell
college students to "be careful for
what you sign."
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The Art of Ording
ch"s,'"mSSepc,m'

CSUMB Balfour-Brutzman Gallery ORD Exhibition

exhibition embodies a refreshing
and effervescent look at this trans
formative moment in time.
The student's artwork on display
ranged from several mediums, in
cluding photographs of contempo
rary graffiti art covering dilapidated
buildings and two large skateboard
ramp installation made of repur
posed materials all found on the
'Ord', accompanied by a video
projection of the ramps in action.
Exploring the immense acreage
of land scattered with old bullet
casings from the Army's old combat
training grounds and abandoned
buildings left behind in disrepair,
TWO GUESTS LOOK AT AN OLD FORT ORD YEARBOOK
PHOTO PROVIDED BY
'Ording' has become a trademark
TESCLA CAMPBELL
past-time for CSUMB students.
While people gathered on campus Road' girls ten-speed bike with
"New to CSUMB, this show was
for California State University, Mon original paint mounted above an a great way to process the more
terey Bay's (CSUMB) annual Dia de installation of Fort Ord memorabilia unique aspects of campus" said
los Muertos or 'Day of the Dead' caught the eye from nearly all those Thecla Campbell,
celebration on the evening of who passed by and continued to junior, VPA, stu
November 2, the Balfour-Brutzman gain interest throughout the night.
dent curator and
Gallery's student-run curatorial
"The installation had a really showcased artist.
committee was completing the last good feeling of nostalgia and really
"The barracks in
minute touch-ups in preparation showed a visual timeline of Fort Ord. particular, which
for the ORD exhibition's opening The bike on the wall really caught once creeped me
reception that evening.
my eye and sparked my imagina out, have gone
Just as the crowds were arriving tion, sending me on a trip through from a reminder of decay to repre
at the Visual and Public Art (VPA) time in my mind,'' Schaler Benedict senting the potential this place has
department for the festivities, the commented after attending the as the aim continues to changes"
gallery opened its doors and peo opening.
Campbell remarked.
ple quickly poured into the gallery.
Intrigued by the vast open
"With my photography, I want
Welcoming the curiosity of space and reminiscences of the ed to look closer at the threshold
guests, the vintage yellow 'Open former Fort Ord military base, the that separates being a student

majors, Tyler Franta and Ryan Mur
ray's photograph's of the Ord's
decaying graffiti-engulfed pool
proved to be a conversation starter
throughout the opening.
Franta explained in his artist's
statement that he was striving to
"[...jprovoke the feeling of aban
donment, beyond the location's
first glance" and was successfully
executed in his large black and
white analog photographs titled,
Plunge. On the opposing wall,
Murray's smaller color photographs
created a balance and continued
the dialogue.
"The Ord may or may not hold
secrets that are discernible for us,
but by venturing in I think it helps
to answer our need to know more
about this place and what the dark
corners hold," reflected Campbell.
Located
on
I nter-Garrison
Road in the VPA
building 71, the
Balfour Brutzman
Gallery is free to
the public and the
Ord exhibition will
Giron explained, "Poppies repre be on display for a couple of weeks,
sent California to me and the Ord although there is no official ending
and campus also remind me of date yet.
poppies, because every spring they
Hours: Mon.- Thur.: 8am -5pm &
are scattered everywhere."
Fri.:12pm-4pm
Showcased artists and Teledramatic Arts and Technology (TAT)

in the daytime and the foraging
that goes on in the Ord at night
and how those two are merged to
create a relationship with this place"
Campbell added.
Capturing two cement deer in
the woods with one appearing
to be almost caught in a head
light, while the other has only its
body standing with its broken
head lying on the ground below,
Campbell's nearly four feet wide
digital color photo titled, I didn't
know you could do that, immediate
ly grabbed viewers'attention.
Campbell's strangely familiar
image complimented, showcased
artist and VPA senior, Cristina
Giron's large acrylic painting titled,
Poppy also inspired notions of
everyday scenery with her con
trasting palette of vibrant colors.

By venturing in (the Ord) I think it helps to
answer our need to know more about this
place and what the dark corners hold
-Thecla Campbell, VPA Junior

BBC Hosts Multicultural Night
Evander Blakely, Staff Reporter
EBLAKELY@CSUMB.EDU

Third Annual Event Offers Night of Culture

On Nov. 9, the Black Box Cabaret obstacles and find themselves as
hosted its annual multicultural proud college students at CSUMB.
night. The purpose of this event
According to Associated Student
was so students can share their advisor Ajamu Lamumba, three
cultural
background
through students were scheduled to sing,
songs, dancing, and beautiful dis covering the African American
plays of historic information. Their and Native American cultures. A
belief is that learning about anoth student from the Asian Pacific Is
er's culture is important because landers Association performing a
it draws one closer to a particular Hula dance as well as a traditional
part.
Hmong dance.
The event served as a way
This year featured the return of
for California State University, Mario Aviles, who performed two
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) to take steps traditional Flamenco classics a spoken
on becoming a multicultural and word performance representing the
cultural diverse community. Stu Pacific Islands and Hispanic Heritages.
dents are taking this opportunity
The event offers different cultur
to share their stories of overcoming al aspects of the world. Listening

to the stories provided inspiration
and comfort.
Pierre Mosbey, senior, HCOM,
spoke on the importance of this
event, stating "I feel that by learn
ing other cultures we are able to re
late more with a wider background
of people, and when we can relate
more to a wider range of people I
feel we learn more. I would person
ally go to meet other people to un
derstand where they come from,
getting example of how people live
gives me an example of what life
has to offer me."
The night was most definitely
the place to be for many students
like Pierre, who would like to

learn more about what people go
Not only to share stories and in
through and life's obstacles.
formation about other cultures, the
By watching their classmates purpose of the event is to inspire
take the stage in traditional cloth people to investigate their own cul
ing from their native culture and tural background.
proudly representing their heri
Encouraging people to get in
tage, the events goal is for students volved and attend future cultural
to leave with a new appreciation events, Lamumba stated how im
and interest in learning more about portant it is to supportt your "fel
their own culture.
low Otters".
This event can be looked at
The event had light refresh
as a gateway, leading to anxiety ments, representing various cul
about feelings regarding one's own tures of the world and was a night
unqiue, personal background.
filled with fun times, beautiful
Hearing these cultural tunes, and words, and interesting perspec
watching peers interact with their tives of life.
culture, often causes people to ques
tion their own cultural involvement.
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All Quiet on the Monterey Front
Helping Homeless Veterans
and Their Families
Eric Warnars, Staff Reporter
EWARNARS@CSUMB.EDU

Those who have not taken part in
war or experience war can tend to
glorify it, though may not under
stand the complete struggles and
long term effects a war veteran can
endure. Health and mental effects
have the potential to stay with a
veteran for years after their time is
served. With so many experiences
and memories, both pleasant and
unpleasant, it is naive to expect
them to come back home and sim
ply forget or move on.
The Veterans Transition Center
(VTC) of Monterey County was
founded in 1989 to help such veter
ans and their families. It is located
at Martinez Hall on Fort Ord, named
after Private Joseph P. Martinez of
the 7th Infantry Division.
The goal of the VTC is to provide
these veterans with transitional
housing, emergency services, and
case-management programs. VTC
has served 4,155 single veterans
and 351 veterans with families.
80 percent of veterans transition
into stable housing for at least
one year and 92 percent maintain
sobriety for at least one year. The
center stresses accountability with
the veterans, having them sign in
with them every morning, no ex
ceptions. Each veteran who comes
must first establish goals they will
actively work towards during the
18-24 month program. Goals range
from acquiring permanent housing
to re-establishing association with
their families.
"Case Management helps aid
and assist these veterans in those
programs. All veterans must be en
rolled in the [United States Depart
ment Veterans Affairs] health care
system,"said Program Managerand
24-year veteran Zebedee Whindleton Jr. "Most veterans we assist are
dealing with mental health issues
or different forms of drugs and al
cohol abuse."
Zebedee Whindleton, Jr. was
drafted in 1966 and served as a
medical specialist in Vietnam and
was a combat medic in the first
reconnaissance mission. He began
as an 8-hour day volunteer from
the time of the center's opening.
It didn't take long before he was
offered a job as a Case Manager,
eventually becoming Program
Manager.
According to Whindleton, "Com

ing to work isn't like,'oh groan, same
old grind.' It's not like that here." Ev
ery veteran served is unique and
connections are formed through
out their time at the VTC.
Alumni are always invited back
for any events or dinners that take
place at Martinez Hall. If someone
who has graduated needs assis
tance, they are always welcomed
back. There is a warehouse full of
donated items including, mattress
es, couches, desks, dressers, shoes,
clothing, televisions, and much
more. Any veteran that in need is
invited to use the supplies provided.
"And the door swings both
ways," said Whindleton. Veterans
themselves have donated a great
deal of the items in the warehouse.
Items are constantly being taking
by veterans just as fast as more are
being donated.
A current program the VTC is
working on is the Coming Home
Program at Patton Park on Fort Ord.
They are in the process of reno
vating and soliciting grants. Upon
completion there will be 38 hous
ing-units for homeless veterans or
veterans in danger of becoming
homeless. They must be clean and
sober for 60 days prior to entry and
no maximum income is required
(rent is 30 percent of earnings).
Clean and sober living is required
with random testing for substance
abuse and just like at the Veterans
Transition Center, there is zero tol
erance for violence or intimidation.
The best interest of the veter
ans and their families is constantly
on the minds of those running the
VTC. Getting these veterans re-in
tegrated into the community and
providing them with the ability to
succeed and continue growth is
what they strive for.
If you are a veteran and you are
homeless or about to be homeless,
call them. If you know a veteran
who is homeless or about to be
come homeless, call them. They are
here to help. The Veterans Transi
tion Center of Monterey County is
located at 220 12 Street (Martinez
Hall) in Marina. Contact them at
883-8387 and fax them at 883-3024
for any information regarding vet
erans in need or volunteer and do
nation opportunities.

FRONT ENTRANCE OF MARTINEZ HALL: VETERANS TRANSITION CENTER

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
ERIC WARNARS

CSUMB Loves Vets
School Recognized for Military Friendliness
Britanny Harden, Staff Reporter
BHARDEN@CSUMB.EDU

California State University, Mon
terey Bay (CSUMB) had its own his
tory before it was founded. CSUMB
was formerly known as Fort Ord a
US Army military base. The base
was active from 1917 to 1994. Some
of its most famous residents includ
ed Clint Eastwood and Jimi Hendrix.
Even though the base is closed
and is now replaced with an ever
growing university, the military still
has a huge presence around this
campus. If you listen closely a stu
dent may hear the wake up call for
the start of a military day that still
rings in the early morning.
Even though the transition from
military to civilian life is increasing
the appreciation of the military's
presence can still be seen in the
way the school takes care of its Vet
eran students.
CSUMB was acknowledged as
a "military friendly school" for the
third straight year by G.l. Jobs Mag
azine, an honor only 20 percent of
the universities in America have re
ceived. To be able to hold the title
of a military friendly school one has
to be rated on academics, financial
benefits, flexibility, military stu

dents and military support.
Overall CSUMB ranked well in
support, social outlets and policies
for active military students with
needs such as: full time counsel
ing to possible career placement
and even childcare. Social network
ing is also why CSUMB ranked so
high is because the school offers
opportunities, not to mention the
support other veterans show each
other online and through events
that will help the veterans commu
nity. The school even has a policy
for its active military students that
gives no penalty for students who
are called to duty, they are allowed
to return and enroll as if they had
never left.
The school has felt the effect of
having this military based rating.
The school has seen an increase in
veteran applicants. Scholarships are
also available to only military stu
dents and veterans. When it comes
to housing the requirement to live
on campus is waived for veterans.
The military gives all personnel
36 months of tuition and fee pay
ment at any institution of higher
learning. So this gives students the
ability to choose a school that is a
better fit for them.

Giselle Young helps process G.l
Bill/Benefits and is excited veterans
are having an interest in CSUMB.
Giselle is part of the California State
University (CSU) Troops to College
organization, a group that helps
gives veterans a support system
and educational opportunities
when transitioning into any of the
CSUs. She believes "some of the
students applying to CSUMB are
natives to the area and they find
ing their way back home to pursue
their education here."
This semester at CSUMB is the
beginning of the support group:
The Student Veteran Organization.
The club is made to help veterans
take advantage of the fact that
this a military community, and to
give veterans a chance to network
throughout the community. The
Veterans Transition Center will con
tinue to do projects that will reach
out to the community and veterans
by feeding the homeless and giv
ing all support that they can. Veter
ans who need help in deciding on
their plans at CSUMB are encour
aged to contact Giselle Young with
any questions and concerns.
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A Step Back in Time
Valarie Hulburt, Staff Reporter
VHULBURT@CSUMB.EDU

Picture this- You are 17 years-old.
Fresh out of high school and fresh
bait for military recruiters. You en
list right after graduation and are
called up to attend basic training
that October to a base on the coast
of California right outside Mon
terey, California.
Before it was California State Uni
versity, Monterey Bay Fort Ord was
a military base. A favorite station of
many, filled with soldiers, some who
would see fame, and buildings that
would bring character for the future.
Fort Ord opened its gates in
1917. Formerly known as Camp Gigling, Fort Ord was renamed after
Major General Edward Cresap Ord
who distinguished himself during
the Civil War and the capture of
Fort Harrison, Virginia.
Catherine Whitney, author of
Soldiers Once: My Brother and the
Lost Dreams of America's Veterans
(2010), wrote that more than half
a million troops were stationed at
Fort Ord over the almost 80 years it
was active. A few troops who were
stationed at Fort Ord and would
later become well-known celebri
ties included, Clark Gable, Clint
Eastwood, and Jimmy Hendrix.
With the addition of thousands
of soldiers after July 1940, multiple
structures were built to accommo
date the needs of these soldiers,
since a majority of their time was
spent on base grounds. The sol
dier's service recreation complex
began construction in 1940. Ac
cording to nimst.tripod.com, the
idea for the complex was the vision
of General Joseph W. Stilwell. It was
his belief that soldiers should have
a place to go and relax on their off
time. "This project was started on
the basis that it was high time to
stop talking about suitable recre
ational facilities for enlisted men....
and doing something about it,"
said Stilwell about the reason for
installing the project. According
to the website, the Soldiers' Club,
later renamed Stilwell Hall, ended
being the first and only building to
be included in the complex which
originally called for a gymnasium,
stadium, non-comissioned officers
club, tennis courts and athletic
fields, as well as a chapel.
Some of what was built during
the same time as Stilwell Hall has
been converted to what we see
today as the CSUMB campus. The
University Center and bookstore
used to be the Fort Ord Pomeroy
Recreation Center, a place where
soldiers could relax during minimal
free time they had. At the recre
ation center there were pool tables,
ping pong tables, a library, and

FORT ORD MAIN GATE: 19S0'S

soundproof rooms where soldiers
could check out records to listen
to with fellow soldiers, while they
day dreamed about home. The IT
center used to be the headquarters
of the 2nd Brigade, 7th Infantry Di
vision. The central campus meeting
house used to be one of the many
chapels on the base. The class
rooms and administration offices
on 6th Avenue used to be some
of the fort's barracks. East Campus
used to be home to married offi
cers and sergeant's stationed at the
base. The second and third floors
of the resident's halls used to hold
roughly a hundred plus soldiers
and sergeants while the first floors
were the mess halls where soldiers
would get their daily chow.
According to Wayne Hulburt,
a veteran who conducted basic
training at Fort Ord from October
to December of 1963, the cities of
Monterey and Carmel was what
made being stationed at the base
so appealing to soldiers. The same
of what often appeals to many stu
dents today making the decision
to attend CSUMB. "The view of
Monterey and Carmel was beau
tiful...! would have wanted to be
stationed there [Fort Ord] more
than anything."
Fort Ord has a history that will live
on as long as there is a campus to
remember its legacy. For past and
future graduates, CSUMB will be
the place where they found their
future. For past soldiers, Fort Ord
will always be the place where they
made their future. Sgt. Thomas
Butler said it best, "I will always re
member Ft. Ord as the place where
I came of age as a career soldier."

AN EXPLORATION ON THE WORLD OF FORT ORD BEFORE STUDENTS OF (

Back in the Day
The Original People Who Walked the Ord Long
Before CSUMB Students
Jessica Dedmon, Staff Reporter
JDEDMON@CSUMB.EDU

Randy Miles
Years on Fort Ord:
July 1970 - November 1970
Routine: I was there for basic training[first training every military person
nel completes]. We had to go twice a day and help with the meals on the
base; the rest of the time we were training. Something extra I did was play
the drums. After basic training, I was sent there for rifle training.
Memories: In basic I was the first of four companies [groups] and they
did not harass us too much, but we did get punished. If one person got in
trouble, we all did. We had a point system where we could build up points
and go see our families on the weekends. Fort Ord was also like our own
city; every Sunday you could go to church. If you did what you were told
to do, being on the Fort was a piece of cake.
Overall Experience: It was a great place for training; I had a really good
experience there. I got lucky when I was picked to train at Fort Ord twice.
Opinion of CSUMB: I am sad they closed the Fort; I wish they still had
training there. However, I am glad they turned it into a college. The mili
tary should take down the abandoned buildings, though; it is disrespect
ful.
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The
Ord
Lives
On
Functions, Conversion and Reopening
Nicole Evans, Staff Reporter
NEVANS@CSUMB.EDU

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, MONTEREY BAY CALLED IT "HOME"

Ron Rossi
Years on Fort Ord:
June 1953-June 1955
Memories: The weather and friends
I met while stationed there.
Routine: I was sent to Fort Ord for
processing. The Korean Conflict,
however, ended before I got out of
basic training, so I never saw com
bat. I attended a supply school there
and in the 50th Chemical Platoon
we trained for whatever activity we
were to be involved in. The entire
time I was at Fort Ord, we were train

ing for peace and the defense of our
country. For me, it was good train
ing for life. It got me out of a little
town where I really had no future. I
met men who had been to college
and I learned of other opportunities.
Opinion of CSUMB: If it wasn't
needed anymore, I agree that the
government should not continue
to spend money on it and college is
a good use. It is with some nostal
gia, however, that I think of it. The
military was good to me. I've never
been back, but it makes me sad to
see pictures. People called Fort Ord
the most beautiful post in the world.

Fort Ord can be visited today for
numerous reasons; bicycle trails,
equestrian riding, guided tours,
military community, or to visit the
endangered species, Smith's Blue
Butterfly. Despite all of this activ
ity there is still a misconception
among many community members
that Fort Ord is an "abandoned" mil
itary base.
Presidio of Monterey Annex is the
official title to the parts of Fort Ord
that are still under military control.
This area contains the Ord military
community, California National
Guard posts, and the gunnery rang
es. The military presence that con
tinues to be linked with Fort Ord
include, California Army National
Guard Units, Commissary catering
to the active duty individuals who
are stationed in the Monterey area
as well as retirees from active duty
who choose to settle in the area
and are able to shop at these facili
ties, and lastly Naval Post Graduate
School members who are housed
on the base. Despite these military
correlations, strong military activity
is a thing of the past at Fort Ord.
"Basically all military activity is
ceased at Fort Ord. There are sever
al acres of land that remain closed
that are former Army range land.
That is, the land was used for tar
get practice and must go through a
complete clean-up of unexploded
ordinance before it can be opened,"
says Jim Ryan BETA webmaster at
Fort Ord.
Fort Ord has been said to be
among the most attractive of U.S.
Army posts because of its close lo
cation to the beach, and coveted

California weather. To the contrary habitat for endangered species and
of the pleasing aesthetics that Fort the remaining parts will be utilized
Ord offers is the fact that the base for commercial development, sup
has been deemed highly contami portive housing, visiting service fa
nated citing problems such as lead cilities, and other relevant activities.
from bullets, unexploded ordinance
The Fort Ord Alumni Association
(explosive weapons that did not ex is currently in the process of plan
plode and still pose a risk for deto ning the building of a museum
nation), and unlined landfills leaking that will be located just off of Light
the chemical carbon tetrachloride fighter Drive, very near to CSUMB
into groundwater. Though there campus. The museum will create a
has been extensive effort into the resource for students and commu
cleanup of this area, it still poses a nity members to revisit Fort Ord.
risk because 96 percent of the area Labor Day weekend in September
was not cleaned up according to of 2012 marks an important day for
the Post-Remediation Health and Fort Ord. Craig Coomer, webmas
Ecological Risk Assessments, 2007.
ter, is planning a Veteran's Reunion
The purpose of the base currently on the base.
is three fold says Justin Weiner of
"We have over 100 people who
University Advancement. "Econom have committed to the reunion.
ic development, education, and en They include Vets from the Vietnam
vironmental aspects," are the focus Era to the 7TH INF LightTroops who
of Fort Ord's reuse authority.The re were stationed there when the fort
use authority takes on the respon was deactivated in 1994," he says.
sibility of planning, financing, and This will be a nostalgic event and
implementing new aspects to the will honor those who have served
conversion and re-development at Fort Ord.
of Fort Ord. The authority plans to
Referring to Fort Ord as an "aban
keep two thirds of the base as a doned" military base is all but in
accurate.
Many
organizations are
coming
together
to convert Fort
Ord into a site that
will strive to serve
a meaningful pur
pose to our com
munity. Fort Ord
contributes greatly
to the community's
nostalgic history.

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY ADRI NISHIO, ART EHRMANTRAUT, RON ROSSI AND RANDY MILES
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WIIO IS
GENERAL JIM
MOORE?
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PUTTING
A FACE TO
THE NAME

The Mystery Man of Fort Ord
Stilwell: Named after General Joseph W. Stilwell. He
started the first Soldiers'Club on Fort Ord, a place for
soldiers to kick back and relax. Upon his death, the
same hall was renamed Stilwell Hall and a street was
also named after him. His ashes were actually scat
tered along the Monterey Peninsula beaches.
GENERAL JIM MOORE
CLASS OF 1954

Katie Shoneff, Staff Reporter
KSHONEFF@CSUMB.EDU

Students drive to and from school
multiple days per week. The drive
navigates through roads with spe
cific names and ties to Fort Ord, but
many students view the names Gigling, Stilwell, or
Imjin Roads only
as guides to get
to campus.
Left, left, left,
right, left, stu
dents follow the
same route to
and from school,
but fail to rec
ognize the his
tory behind these
names, especially one name in par
ticular.
Everday students drive up, down,
and all over the road named after
some guy known as General Jim
Moore. But many students do not
have the slightest idea who this
man even is.
Fourth year student and Com
munications major, Zackary LeBeouf, replied "I do not know who
General Jim Moore is. I could guess
that he was a general on Fort Ord."
Even history students were
stumped as to any information
about this man. April Faulkner, a
fourth year student and SBS major
replied, "The military influence has
a substantial and lasting impact on
our community...but I have no idea
who Gen [sic] Jim Moore is."
According to the United States

Military Academy of 1954 and
daughter of General Jim Moore,
Elizabeth Moore Chiusano, Mr.
Moore was anything but ordinary.
James Edward Moore was born
on June 28th, 1931 at Fort Thom
as, Kentuckey. His father, James
Edward Moore Senior, was also
involved in the armed forces as a
Lieutenant. Following in his father's
footsteps
from
a very young
age, Jim Moore
learned Manda
rin at the age of
four and had a
deep interest in
Asian cultures af
ter living in China
for quite some
time.
Nicknamed
"Sunny Jim" for his always-positive
attitude, Moore attended Sulli
van's Prep School before enrolling
at West Point. After graduating,
Moore was commissioned a sec
ond lieutenant in the Infantry, just
like his father.
Throughout
his
command,
Moore was based in Heilbronn,
Germany, Fort Bragg, Paris, and
eventually Viet Nam. Moore vol
unteered to serve as a 1st Cavalry
liaison officer. After various other
appointments, including becom
ing the first in his class to command
a battalion, Moore was awarded
both the Silver Star and the Viet
namese Cross of Gallantry.
After his duties abroad, Moore
returned to Fort Ord and com
manded two brigrades on the fort.
In 1979, Moore was selected for
promotion to brigadier general and

The military
influence has a
substantial...impact
on our community,
but I have no idea
who General Jim
Moore is

WEST POINT
ASSOCIATION OF
GRADUATES/CLASS
OF 1954 WEBSITE

later that year became the assistant
division commander. His last com
mand was with the 7th Infantry Di
vision of 1982. Following his com
mand, Moore was awarded with
the Distinguished Service Medal
and was promoted to lieutenant
general in 1985.
When he chose to retire in 1989,
none other than Colin Powell pre
sided over his retirement ceremo
ny. Throughout his career, Moore
had six children with high school
sweetheart Joan Phillips. Moore's
debonaire ways matched his lead
ership abilities when he swept Phil
lips off her feet, and away from an
other date she was with. They were
married in June of 1956 and retired
together in 1989 in the Monterey
Bay area.
According to daughter Elizabeth
Moore Chiauson, "Jim's last battle
began in March 1998, when he was
diagnosed with cancer." Sadly, on
June 30, 1999, General James Ed
ward Moore lost his battle to can
cer, but his inspiring career contin
ues to live on.
On the year anniversary of
Moore's death, the North-South
road on Fort Ord was renamed
"General Jim Moore Boulevard" al
lowing the history of Moore's dedi
cation and commitment to con
tinue on.
When asked about the impor
tance of Fort Ord history in his life,
LeBeouf replied, "The history of Fort
Ord doesn't really effect me at all
because I am uneducated on it. I'm
sure there are some cool facts that I
can relate to but it is not advertised
on our campus at all. I would like to
know more about the history of it."

Gigling: The name Gigling came from a German
family who actually held the title to the land Fort
Ord was on. Before the fort was called Fort Ord, it
was actually called Camp Gigling. The name was
changed to Fort Ord in 1933.

Normandy: The 2nd Battalion of the 8th Infantry
Division, who at the time were stationed in Colo
rado, were actually the first to arrive at the beaches
of Normandy on D-day. They were later stationed at
Fort Ord in 1947 after the Battle of Normandy.

Divarty: On July 6, 1948, Headquarters and Head
quarters Battery, 4th Division Artillery reactivated
at the Fort Ord Base. Divarty comes from the words
DiVision ARTillerY.

Reindollar: On May 29,1915, William Locke-Paddon
purchased 1500 acres of land south of Sand Hill with
the help of a loan from San Rafael Bank, its President
at the time being C.F. Reindollar.

Garrison: A garrison is actually defined as a^bod^.
of troops stationed in a fortified place. In August of
1917, the U.S. government purchased 15,000 acres
of land next to the area known today as East Gar
rison and they bought it for $ 160,000!

Imjin: The Imjin River, which flows from North Korea
to South Korea, was the stomping grounds for sol
diers and the home of the Battle of the Imjin River
which took place in 1951 during the Korean War.

Lightfighter:The Manchu Light Fighters were mem'"‘bers of the 7th Infantry Division, called Light, which
started at Fort Ord. They call themselves the "pro
tectors of the greatest nation on earth."Their trade
marks include pride, motivation, self-discipline, and
soldier power according to the Light Fighter Creed.
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Ripples of Change: Shadows of the Ord
Andrew Hines
AHINESsCSUMB.EDU

Having moved here from Georgia
around 1994,1 grew up in the Car
mel Valley, around the time that the
post-Fort Ord transition started.
The fort was ordered closed in June
of 1994 and completely shut down
a few months later. California State
University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
was established on the former
base's grounds in the winter of that
year. In the months before the base
closed, its responsibilities and per
sonnel were distributed between
the three other military com
pounds on the Monterey Peninsu
la. That said, the early 1990s were a
time of transition for the area. Just
seven years old at the time, I did
not fully realize how much things
were changing in the few months
since I had arrived here.

It is odd to see two, much less
four, military installations in such
close proximity to one another out
side of Washington DC and the sur
rounding areas, such as Annapolis,
Maryland and Quantico, Virginia.
Then there is the fact that all four
branches of the U.S. Military and
the Coast Guard, which has oper
ated under the authority, of Home
land Security since 2001, all have
firm footholds in Monterey County.
Now there is one Army base and
two education facilities within 15
miles of each other.
The Presidio of Monterey houses
the US Army, while the Naval Post
graduate School (NPS) educates
both Navy and Marine Corps, ac
tive and reserve, interested in be
coming commissioned officers. Lo

cated on the Presidio of Monterey
grounds, the Defense Language
Institute Foreign Language Center
(DLI) is made of eight individual
language schools and instructs
members of all the U.S. Armed
Forces, Coast Guard and selected
Department of Defense members.
Having all of these places in such
close quarters has changed the
shade of local color in the nearly
two decades since Fort Ord closed.
Being from a family with a military
history stretching back to the Civil
War and American Revolution, it
gave me an extra respect and un
derstanding of how things have
been changing. Knowing and hav
ing met many current and former
Armed Forces members that have
served or currently serve in the

area, I am constantly reminded of
how the military has continued to
shape life here on the Monterey
Peninsula.
In the last decade and a half, the
Silas B. Hayes Hospital has changed
from a healthcare facility to being a
Department of Defense building at
the back edge of the Presidio prop
erty. There are even more pieces
remaining of The Ord on the old
lands here. From the old bunkers
dotting the base to the all-butabandoned barracks and ammo/
storage tunnels running under
neath most of the land, we can still
feel the history around us. There
are still more than a few unexplod
ed munitions laying around in the
fields southeast of the campus and
former base housing. An Army Re

/A VIEW FROM ATOP THE TIMELESS FORT ORD WOODS, ONE OF THE FEW THINGS THAT HASN'T CHANGED OVER THE YEARS

serve Armory is still located on Ma
jor Stillwell Drive. This is also home
to many military veterans and the
current Secretary of Defense, Leon
Panetta, who served several years
in the Army.
Given that the area's military his
tory goes back to 1792, when the
fort that became the Presidio was
first built, it is fitting that the Ord's
presence would linger so long after
its official demise. With that kind of
history (moving from Spanish rule,
then part of Mexico and finally the
31 state) the area has undergone
many changes. The key is to use
the past as a roadmap to the future.
I honestly cannot wait to see how
things change in the next decade.
Who knows what effects these rip
ples of change might have?

PHOTO PROVIDED BY NATHALIE MARIN-GEST

Memories of the Fortin Interview with Dr. D'Ambrosio
Andrew Hines
AHINESsCSUMB.EDU

I had the chance to interview Dr.
Umberto D'Ambrosio, who served
at Fort Ord in the Silas B. Hayes hos
pital and oversaw 1,400 hospital
workers, physicians and healthcare
officials. Born and raised in Naples,
Italy, he is currently the lead physi
cian with Doctors on Duty in Sea
side, CA and has made the Mon
terey Peninsula his home for the
past 34 years.
OR: How long were you stationed at
Fort Ord and when did you retire?
Dr. D: I was there from 1977 to 1988,
so I retired there the 31 st of August,
1988, during which I was, of course,
always assigned to the hospital. I
was Chief of Medicine at one time
and the Chief of Staff, called CPS,
Hospital Commander and Director
of Medical Services for the entire
Fort Ord, until I retired in 1988. The

reason I retired was because once
you get to Hospital Commander,
in the medical field there was no
place else to go. Either you move
or you retire, so I chose to retire. Of
course I had 27 years for pay pur
poses, so I gave up three years of
active duty.

then he took three stars and went
someplace else before he retired,
Jim Moore. He was in charge of
... by that time, the post was to
be closed so Panetta took him. He
had an enormous amount of clout,
you know, Jim Moore, so he was in
charge of the closure.

l/l/e used to deliver about 25 babies and
do about 30 surgical procedures per day.
-Dr. Umberto D'Ambrosio
OR: We've got someone who is doing
a piece on General Jim Moore and I
was wondering, did you know him
during your time there?
Dr. D: He was Division Command
er, and we were the 17th Division
then and it was '80 to '80-something ... oh, I don't remember. He
was the Division Commander and

OR: So was that in '94?
Dr. D: Oh, no.That was before, much
before that. I'm gonna find out
about that with Jim Moore, when
he returned, because the hospi
tal, I left in 1988...yeah. I left the
service in 1988 and the hospital, I
think it closed eventually in 1993.
About '90 they knew that the post

was going to close, so the services
offered by the hospital were being
limited, the number of physicians
assigned, because during the 80's,
the hospital, when I was there, we
used to see about 3,000 patients
per month, out patients. We used
to deliver about 25 babies per day
and do about 30 surgical proce
dures per day. I had about 96 phy
sicians then, and about 110 nurses
and then gradually, you know, until
they closed completely.

OR: What was your best memory of
Fort Ord?
Dr. D: Well we had a very active
post. It's a big city. We served
between the active duty, depen
dants of active duty and retirees.
We served a population of about
48,000 people. The active duty
comprised the division, and the

support group for the division, the
Naval Post Graduate School, the
Defense Language Institute, the
Oceanographic Institute. They're
all still there, of course.

OR: The hospital is now a Depart
ment of Defense building, is that
what it is now?
Dr. D: The Army used to rent a lot of
buildings in Monterey, for adminis
trative offices, so of course they no
longer do that and the hospital was
transformed. I don't know the title,
but there is the "Finance of the West
Coast"or something. I think the FBI
has also an office there. There is a
list. I understand the entire hospi
tal has been utilized.
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"J. Edgar"7Jumps into the Oscar Conversation
Dirty Harry's Latest Movie "Taps" Into Hoover's Human Side
Adam Dikeman, Staff Reporter
ADIKEMAN@CSUMB.EDU

Clint Eastwood's formula of releas
ing an annual opus just in time for
the Oscar season has produced a
worthy nominee yet again with
his portrayal of longtime FBI di
rector J. Edgar Hoover. Leonardo
DiCaprio in particular is bound to
garner the Academy's attention,
along with endless promoters and
statue speculators, come February
26 next year in Hollywood.
The movie harks back to trans
formative days of turmoil and
strife within both America's po
litical system and its social cul
ture, covering Hoover's tenure
from the 20's to the 70's. In the
film's beginning scenes, we get
an augury from Attorney General
Mitchell Palmer (played by Geoff
Pierson), "This may be the end
of days for our country, Dwight."
The foredooming tone runs the
film completely, both clarifying
Hoover's paranoia and connect
ing our current political apathy

to times that weren't so very long
ago.
The overly invasive reactions
by Hoover, which include keep
ing special files for his special
files, seem intended to remind us
of our own personal reactions to
modern terrorism threats. When
DiCaprio states, "Sometimes you
need to bend the rules a little to
keep your country safe," one can't
help but think of the photos of
Abu Ghraib or stories of Khalid
Sheikh Mohammed being waterboarded 183 times in one month.
Eastwood's point about political
abuses of power, however, seems
slightly untimely in the sense that
Hoover's largest notoriety (his Or
wellian confidential files on every
major American player through
out his lifetime) would have been
more evoking of George Walker
Bush's installation of the Patriot
Act and the privacy controversies
that followed. Nevertheless, the

film still provokes much analysis.
The powerhouse performance
by DiCaprio is enough to distract
the viewer from any slight incon
sistencies, partly due to the hypo
critical nature of Hoover, played
consistently codger-like and reso
lute. He portrays the FBI legend
as a dichotomy, intensely assured
of his morality and duty yet also
mildly tortured from his social
shortcomings
along with his
sexual denials
and confusions.
One
cannot
help but com
pare DiCaprio's
performance in
"J. Edgar" with his Oscar-nominat
ed portrayal of Howard Hughes in
"The Aviator."They are similar, but
his attempt at Hoover is perhaps
more impressive due to the fact
that he cannot rely on his own
charm.

This is perhaps his first movie
to actually downplay his devilish
demeanor. His chin hangs like a
pendulum throughout the film as
his inhibitions lead him to obsess
about his weight, which he keeps
being assured by his mother and
doctor is nothing more than "solid
weight." And it feels like a trick of
the retinas when we see a shirtless
Leo at the film's end, looking like
a bloated body
that
hasn't
seen the sun in
ages. Perhaps
an even lon
ger-lasting im
age is that of a
young Hoover
weeping in front of a mirror, stand
ing in his late mother's dress.
Armie Hammer also gives a su
perb performance as Clyde Tolson,
Hoover's longtime confidant and
alleged lover. Reminiscent of Jake
Gyllenhaal in "Brokeback Moun

Eastwood gives us a
powerful insight into
a powerful man.

tain," his Sinatra-blue eyes evoke
the humanistic tragedy of sexual
bigotry and repression in a tradi
tionally heterosexual society.
One of the more ironic aspects
of the movie occurs in the pre
views when the audience is asked
to turn off all recording devices. It
feels as if the ghost of Hoover is
in the projection booth upstairs
watching the spectators below,
keeping tabs on who is follow
ing the directions on the screen.
Hoover was a complicated charac
ter—he was terribly secretive and
unconcerned about the privacy of
others, but also had enough inter
nal struggles to overwhelm Oprah.
Though DiCaprio's portrayal of
Hoover isn't dynamic, it is sympa
thetic. Eastwood gives us a power
ful insight into a powerful man.

Cheap Activities Along the Coast
You Say Broke Like it is a Bad Thing!
Jurija Metovic, Staff Reporter
JMETOVIQaCSUMB.EDU

With the holidays right around
the corner, many California State
University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
residents may be wondering what
there is to do in the area without
having to spend a pretty penny
on tourist attractions, meals, and
drinks.
Due to dropping temperatures
around the coast, java junkies
everywhere fill coffee houses for
hot drinks and a peaceful envi
ronment. Although Mundo's on
North Fremont Street may not
have a typical coffeehouse vibe, it
has a family friendly kitchen sense
according to most visitors. They
serve up fresh brewed coffee and
teas unlike that of Starbucks or
Peet's coffee selections. In Marina
on Reservation Road, Coffee Mia
Brew Bar is a family owned busi
ness serving top notch lattes and
paninis. Evan Michaels, a frequent

visitor to Coffee Mia stated that,
"This is real coffee, not syrup and
milk, but fresh, hot coffee."
When hitting the town, blow
ing wads of cash on bottle service
in this beachy town is not always
top on the
outing lists.
On the other
hand,
the
Shadow Box
on Fremont
Boulevard
invites people to spend some time
between dingy walls mixed with
cheap booze and the heavy smell
of smoke. Not 21? Planet Gemini
Nightclub on Fremont Street and
Luxe Lounge on Franklin Street
both host 18 and over college
nights on Thursdays.
Fancying the arts? Momix will
be at the Sunset Center in Carmel
on November 10 for a one night

performance. Momix is a dance
company that combines props,
pure talent, and music into an
experience not to be forgotten.
Although this event is not free, it
is said that the performance Mo
mix demonstrates
is "art in motion,
amazing, and hyp
notic!"
Looking
to
charm a loved
one? The 17th an
nual tree lighting ceremony in
Cannery Row will be held on No
vember 25. While the lights glis
ten around Steinbeck Plaza, the
sparkle in your boo's eye may be
glistening, too! Not enough spar
kle in the sky? On December 1st,
both Salinas and Pacific Grove will
be celebrating their 10th annual
holiday parades with lights, floats,
food, and fun for FREE!

Looking for a surefire
way to stretch a few
dollars?

Looking for a surefire way to
stretch a few dollars? The Mon
terey Lanes on Fremont Street will
be open Thanksgiving Eve for sat
isfying rounds of calorie burning.
The place has been said to need
some modernization by fellow stu
dents but it is also one of the best
places to go on a rainy, gloomy day
or when you just want to have a
good time with a group of friends.
It is not about the run down walls
but rather the company attending
with!
Still looking for other things
to do? On November 16, Mazda
Raceway track will be open to rec
reational cyclists to pedal around
the 11 turn layout. The Monterey
County Parks Department has
made this open program possible
to bring the community together
and enjoy healthy exercise. On
November 17, the Lindamood-Bell

Thank-A-Thon will be held. This
event allows a space for people
of the community and surround
ing towns to come together and
create thank you notes for the
troops overseas. The notes will be
delivered to the men and women
of the military at no cost. For more
information on location and time,
call (831) 372-5753.
Lastly, on December 4, along
the Monterey and Pacific Grove
Coastline, a lighted boat parade
will take place. The boats of the
bay will plan on getting decked
out in lights as they set sail from
the Coast Guard Pier, past Cannery
Row, and up to Lover's Point. The
ships will compete to win the title
of Best Decorations from the yacht
club at the end of the night.
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Upconning Events:
•

Carnival Italiano

DC—Moven^ber 0tk
•

VIP Dinner
DC—Mo^ennber 30tk

•

Library Cafe Drink

of tke nnontk:
(gingerbread Latte

Tuition costs shouldn’t stop you from reaching your goals in
life. By joining the Army National Guard, you’ll receive the

money you need to help pay for college as well as the skills
and training you need to get the career you want. If you’re

looking to get through college, with the Army National
Guard, you can!

Master Sergeant Adam Tsudama 408-393-4157
NATIONALGUARD.com • I-800-GO-GUARD
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No time for the computer lab? Your PC running slow?
Papers due?
Call RPMS! The Computer Guy
28 Years of resolving PC issues

After Hours? No Problem!
We WILL get your system back up and running!
Remote, On-site, Pick-up and Emergency Services available!
Services Offered:
Virus and Spy ware Cleaning, Driver and Security Updates, PC Cleanup,
Maintenance and Optimization, New Dell System Sales, Upgrades and
updates
Windows 7,Vista, XP,and Servers!
RPMS.CC@Gmail.Com

831-578-1278

WWW.RPMS-CC.COM

On Facebook!! RPMS Computer-Consulting

Coastal Yellow Cab
Serving all Monterey County
MCRTA Permit #001

(831)333-0533
Otters get 20%off!
TEXT-a-CAB!
Reserve On-line
Smartphone App!

777222
cyctaxi.com
Taximagic.com

Sedans, 6-passenger vans, Wheelchair access

You may be able to pay your tuition, but

who’s going to pay for this?
Call John R. Geoghegan
LOCAL INSURANCE AGENT • NO BROKER FEE • 384-4949

SUPERIOR CLAIM SERVICE • CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT & RATES
AUTO • MOTORCYCLE • RV • BOAT • COMMERCIAL VEHICLE

PROGRESSIVE

PO Box 824 • 229 Reindollar Ave • Marina 93933
CA Insurance License #0594083 • 384-4949
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Disc Golf Flying High at CSUMB
Two 18 Hole Courses
Available Right on Campus
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Paddle Surfing
Offers a Fresh Perspective

Adam Dikeman, Staff Reporter
ADIKEMAN@CSUMB.EDU

nate to have talk or stand in another player's
two courses eyesight), and even rise early to
here,"
says gather on Sunday mornings for
Sam Bahlen pickup matches. Of course, that is
horst, Senior, all for organized play. As Bahlen
Psychology, horst explains, "It's a great time, the
president courses offer a lot of privacy out
of the club. here and a lot of amateurs like to
"It would be have a little fun when they play. But
great for stu for us, that's not an option—that
dents to re will get you disqualified. For us, it's
member that. just about a lot of practicing and
The
game, just getting excited about playing."
SAM BAHLENHORST, PRESIDENT OF DISC
PHOTO PROVIDED BY
NATHALIE MARIN GEST the
GOLF TEAM PRACTICING HIS PUTTING
courses
Currently the team is preparing
are
free
—
it's
for
the West Coast College Open
Adam Dikeman, Staff Reporter
cheap here. The access and the (WCCO), which will be held on the
ADIKEMAN@CSUMB.EDU
privilege make us lucky." Bahlen Oaks Course (by Building 98) from
With all of the coverage that the horst was an alternate last Spring November 11-13. The tournament
golf team at California State Uni for the collegiate Nationals when already has its first sixteen teams
versity, Monterey Bay (CSUMB) re the team went to Augusta, GA— signed up and ready, but there is
ceived for their national champion the site of the world famous Mas still time for others. It is a match
ship earlier this year, not much was ters club golf tournament each play style consisting of five and
made of the fact that the school's year around the same time. It was eight-person teams. The match
disc golf team
play style is de
finished
tenth
signed for par
place at their
ity. Says Bran
own
Nationals
don White, "It's
earlier this year
just more fun
in April. How
for the play
ever, being the school's oldest club, the team's first trip to the national ers, that way one team can't jump
the disc golf team has been impres championship. "Yes there is a Na too far ahead because of one bad
sive since their beginning.
tionals, there is a professional Fris hole." White actually won the Put
The disc golf class (KIN 141) was bee Hall of Fame, and it is a profes ting Championship in Augusta,
designed by Dr. Stancil Johnson, a sional sport," said Bahlenhorst.
making him the nation's best disc
former CSUMB professor that re
Though disc golf may be seen golf putter.
tired in 2007. Johnson currently as somewhat of a "frat" sport, the
"I'd like to see more people give
holds a spot in the International team takes the competition and this a shot and not be so intimi
Frisbee Hall of Fame. The class is the rules as seriously as any other dated," explains. Bahlenhorst. "The
currently instructed by local pro sport's. Players keep constant so game is really progressing and
and coach Merle Witvoet. Some briety during practice and tourna it's just not like most sports—you
players on the team like to call him ment play, respect the etiquettes of don't lose anything as you age."
their Yoda.
play when another player is throw
Course maps are available on the
One of the greatest unknown ing (like club golf, one should not CSUMB website.
features of CSUMB is the fact
that there are two profes
sional disc golf courses right
on campus. The first came
in 1998, thanks to the late
"Steady" Ed Headrick, whom
CSUMB's website describes
as "the inventor of the mod
ern Frisbe and the sport of
disc golf." It was called the
Cypress Course (and still
is), though in 2009 the two
courses combined were re
named "The Stancil Courses
at CSU Monterey Bay, fea
turing Cypress and Oaks" in
honor of Dr. Johnson. The
Oaks course, laid out on the
campus' south side, came
five years after Cypress.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY
CSUMB PREPARES TO PLAY UC SANTA CRUZ
NATHALIE MARIN GEST
"We're
really
fortu

The access and the privilege make us lucky
-Sam Bahlenhorst

Here on the Monterey Peninsula,
there is a plethora of boat tours
with glass bottoms, kayak rentals,
paddleboats, scuba diving, and
other more traditional water activi
ties. But SUP (stand up paddle surf
ing) has become one of the latest
maritime fads, with its own maga
zine, a growing number or profes
sional
races,
and it has even
been embraced
by
lifeguards
as an efficient,
helpful method
of
patrolling
their waters.
It bare ele
ments include
a board (usually
between nine
and
twelve
feet long) and
a paddle that
is a little lon
ger than the
rider's height.
It is thought to
be an easier
PADDLE VIEW OF
THE MONTEREY BAY
sport
for
women than
men, due to their natural lower bal
ance of gravity.
Although it appears to be the
sport of gondoliers, stand up
paddle surfing gets its roots from
Hawaiian culture. SUP was first
popularized as a sport in Waikiki
by local "Beach Boys"taking photos
of amateur surfers in the 50's. Re
cently it has gained popularity due
to its easy learning curve (train
ers say it can be mastered within
an hour), along with the fact that
it is accessible for enthusiasts of
all ages. It is typical to see elderly
riders (and kids as well) out on the
water. Many folks like to bring their
canine friends along too. It is also a
sport that does not exclude based
on weight; actually, the more bal
last the better.
It's popular here as well. "Ab
solutely," said Brittany Pickard,
who works down at Monterey Bay
Kayaks (693 Del Monte Ave. in
Monterey). "It's a really good core
workout; more and more people
are doing it." For just $30, anyone
can take the board out on the bay
for a few hours, including paddle,
wetsuit, and orientation. There are
plenty of places to rent from all
around the peninsula from Carmel

By The Sea to Sand.C^. The harbor
in Monterey is particularly beauti
ful this time @fyear. The sport may
be slightly more popular in Santa
Cruz, due to the warmer climate.
But that shouldn't stop adventur
ers from testing out the local wa
ters—it is very possible to stay dry
while stand up paddle surfing, with
covered packs
available
for
most
boards.
Most
surfers
wear a wetsuit
anyways.
"Monterey
has such bio
logical
diver
sity close to its
shores, it's just a
perfect place to
SUR" says tourist
Bonny Johnson,
visiting
from
Napa. She states
that the allure
of coming to
Monterey Bay
PHOTO PROVIDED BY for this sport is
NATHALIE MARIN GEST as impressive as
[...] the sea lions,
along the piers, and just getting
a view of some of those luscious
mountains from the ocean's point
of view." And as far as the cold tem
peratures are concerned, Johnson
is unfazed, "One thing I've learned
is that weather and water tempera
ture don't deter stand up paddlers.
In a very short time you can learn
how to stay on your board in rela
tively mellow water, or a slow-mov
ing small body of water."
Because SUPs are technically
vessels, surfers are legally required
to wear a floating device, which can
turn away some people. Still, the
upsides are too appealing to deny.
Used boards sell on the Internet for
as little as a few hundred dollars,
but shops are littered around the
community offering cheaper rental
rates. Plus, the view of the marine
life from above is enough to entice
anybody. Johnson tells of her first
experience, "I paddled maybe 125
yards from the shore, and as I lay
on my board in a quiet moment I
realized all these jumping fish were
splashing onto me. I could just turn
my head and see them. It was fun
and so beautiful. And I wasn't sore
the next day!"
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What does it Matter if it's Not
"Facebook Official?"
Sarah Carroll, Staff Reporter

Legitimizing Our Lives Through the Social Network

SCARROLL@<SUMB.EDU

tistics page) it is safe to say Face
book has taken control of our lives,
and moreover, the way we handle
our affairs. Images, thoughts, and
even relationships can somehow
seem meaningless unless they
are shared on the social network.
A picture once served the pur
pose of capturing a specific mo
ment and making it last for a life
time. This memory could then be
revisited anytime the picture was
pulled out of an old dusty box or
flipped through in an album. Much
Think back ten years: imagine you like the above phrases, the term
are standing in line at the store "album" rarely refers to a physical
when suddenly you overhear the picture book anymore. Compiling
woman in front of you say, "he a photo album used to be a time
wrote on my wall" and "he keeps consuming activity, but now, al
poking me." Undoubtedly these bums with up to 200 pictures can
phrases would have seemed a bit be accumulated within minutes.
unusual, maybe even crude, in the Though cameras are still captur
past. However, since the launch ing moments, one could argue the
ing of Facebook.com in 2004, such frequency of this in turn, makes the
expressions quickly became a part images less special. Yet, accord
of our everyday vocabulary. With ing to facebook's statistics page,
more than 800 million users world clearly with an average of 250 mil
wide (according to facebook's sta- lion photos uploaded daily (ac

cording to http://www.facebook.
com/press/info.php?statistics), we
see no function for pictures unless
they are posted for the world to
see. Perhaps scarier than the need
to upload photos is the need to
legitimize our own thoughts
via "the status."
Facebook Chief Operating Officer
Sheryl Sandberg revealed in a Q&A
with Federated Media's John Battelle,
that statuses are updated about 45
million times a day. Cleverly articu
lated, intellectual or useful infor
mation announced on Facebook
is one thing; it is the emotional
status updaters that should prob
ably pick up the phone and direct
their feelings elsewhere. But there
is something even worse than the
emotional Facebooker, and that is
the excessive status updater. This
is the person who could not pos
sibly spend more than one hour of
their day offline, and we know this
because even in the middle of the
night they inform the public
they cannot sleep.

Statuses took on a whole new
popularity when the tagging and
location settings were introduced;
now, in addition to keeping track of
your own moves, you can track your
friends'moves as well.
Since I am on the subject, let's dis
cuss friends. To provide a better un
derstanding I typed "define: friend"
into the Google search bar and the
first defini
tion read,
"Verb: Add
(someone)
to a list of
contacts
associated with a social network
ing website." So like writing on
walls, poking and albums, we have
redefined yet another word in our
vocabulary. We have also deemed
that one cannot be a true friend
unless they appear in that list of
contacts. Similar to a real friend,
one cannot be in a real relation
ship without making it "Facebook
official" first. Nothing says commit
ment like a relationship request;

however it seems a tad binding to
have it in print. Luckily, what goes
up can always come down which is
perfectly displayed by those who
change their relationship status as
much as their regular one.
While I can sit here and judge
a major segment of the world's
population, I myself am guilty of
all of the above, contributing to
the more
than 800
million
users on
Facebook.
I
have
1098 photos, plenty of statuses,
496 "friends" and throughout the
entire process of writing this article
a Facebook tab permanently sat
open in my browser. Whether we
like it or not, we now live in a cyber
society. Do I agree with it? No. Am
I going to alienate myself from a
whole new way of communicating
to prove a point? ...Not a chance.

Facebook has taken control

of our lives

University Police, Not Our Parents
Jurija Metovic, Staff Reporter
JMETOVIC@CSUMB.EDU

But They Are Keeping Us Safe
were really all that evil, secre
tive, and spending our money
on going green!
I grew to become greatly in
terested in learning more about
the University Police Department
here at California State University,
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) and what
I learned changed my mind about
them entirely!
As we could all prob
ably agree with, police of
ficers are not called when
things are going well. They
are called when there is a
problem so it is only natu
ral that police receive the criticism
that they do. After all, any occu
pations with the responsibility of
bringing order out of chaos or en
forcing the rules are going to be
controversial positions. I know I am
not cheering on referees, umpires,
or lawyers when they are not on my
side or agreeing with stance.
Each day, the police officers
on campus, in the surrounding
neighborhoods and cities perform

hundreds of thousands of acts a
day that may contribute to the
mainstream media's typical idea of
who cops are but fail to mention
their compassion, their compe
tence, and their commitment
to the community.
Recently, I went over to the Uni
versity Police Department to meet

It was on that Thursday afternoon
when I met with Chief Lawson that
my perspective on the university
police had altered and everything
I had heard and overheard prior to
the meeting had quickly been over
written. My meeting lasted over an
hour and in that time, I was also
not only introduced to Chief Lawson's
adminis
trative sup
port team
and officers,
but I was
given the
greatest
tour. I was able to look into almost
every single room and office in the
building, including the insides of
the well kept cells. Chief Lawson
made sure to slam the door tight so
I was able to hear the suctioning of
the sea foam colored door close
which had my eyes wide.
Contrary to what many may
believe, the UPD proactively in
vestigates illegal activities going
on around the campus and living

I was able to hear the suctioning of the
sea foam colored door close which had
my eyes wide

Over the past couple months, I have
had several different conversations
with peers about the campus po
lice and have even overheard in
dividuals making statements like,
"I hate the police," "Our party got
busted 'cause campus police sucks,"
or even things like "Wow, why did
the UPD get a Prius? We must have
paid for that with the rise in tuition!"
All these statements have circu
lated time and time again and I be
gan to wonder if the campus police

with Chief of Police, Earl Lawson.
Right when I walked into the depart
ment, I was greeted with a warm
smile and a friendly hello. As I sat in
the lobby, waiting for my meeting to
begin, I was again greeted by each
passing police officer that walked by
me or in and out of the building. Not
before long, a tall, built, middle aged
man walked toward me with a smile
as well and his hand out to say, "Hi,
how do you say your name?!"

quarters at all times but they are
not out to attack you and your
friends at East Campus parties or
give you a parking ticket because
they are bored. In a sense, the UPD
are like our home away from home
parents. They do not want to see
you or I spend a night in a cell or a
hospital.They are just doing their jobs.
Beyond the activity logs, public
safety bulletins, and parking ser
vice information available online,
the officers and administrative sup
port at CSUMB's UPD is full of socia
ble and responsive workers. They
are all more than happy to answer
most questions for you. Including
the number of cameras on campus.
Which by the way is 232!
I would recommend the CSUMB
community to embrace the pres
ence of any officer and forward a
smile. It's the least we can do for those
who keep us safe day in and day out.
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It's Time to Talk Trash
my time riding my dirt bike and hit
ting on chicks.
The other day I was just chillin'
doing donuts on my dirt bike on the
CSUMB lawn in main quad when
this pussy ass R.A. approached me.
He's all, "excuse me, but you really
shouldn't be doing that" and I was
all "WHY"and he was all "you're de
stroying the grass and polluting the
air that we breathe". So you know
Justin Ebrahemi, Staff Reporter
JEBRAHEMI@CSUMB.EDU
what, I was like "EFF YOU BRO"then
I drove off and let the dude win.
Oh, hey what's up guys? I just Then yesterday, when I was doing
parked my Chevy truck in handi my morning shot-put throws with
capped parking 'cause I'm late for garage engines outside the book
class. I also just smoked a bowl so store, some old guy yells at me for
I better have a stog before class to littering. Since when was working
mask the smell. Haha, some little out littering? And why does it mat
hippie chick just glared at me for ter to him? It's not like he has much
throwing the butt on the ground. longer to enjoy his precious planet
Whatever man, go save the planet anyways. So I decided to do some
somewhere else. What is it with all research to prove to this douche
this Eco-friendly shit anyways on that littering isn't the end of the
this campus? It's not like their ef world.
forts are gonna be noticed by the
Aluminum cans, you know, like
next generation. I'd rather spend Rockstars, take 200-500 years to

decompose. Plastic jugs, like what
you use to make gravity bongs,
take 1 million years. Styrofoam con
tainers, like-well I don't even know
what that is- takes over a million
years. So if everything decomposes
eventually, what's the big deal? Ro
bots can worry about our trash.
This government site extra.mdc.
mo.gov/nomoretrash recommends
we use cloth instead of paper nap
kins. Yeah, but cloth doesn't work
nearly well as balled up napkins
to practice beer pong with. The
site also says we should "use sealable storage containers rather
than plastic wrap". I guess I'd be
cool with that. I also read some shit
about recycling and reusing. What
is this, elementary school?
Here's some other bullshit the
governments saying on this site:
"People who feel the highest
personal obligation to not litter are
also people who feel a strong sense
of identity with their communi
ties... have self-esteem and place

special value on a sense of accom
plishment, warm relationships..."
Ok, this got me pissed off. I iden
tify with my community in more
ways you could imagine. Self-es
teem? Mine's higher than Snoop
Dogg on 4/20. I accomplish more
than you Eco-freaks do in a day;
have you ever bench-pressed a
hemi? And warm relationships....!
love my mother
Dan Linehan, a former engineer
or whatever, told me this: "There
are giant patches of garbage in all
the oceans that are full of trash, es
timated to be bigger than the size
of Texas..."
Cool story, bro. Then don't swim
to the garbage patch.
According to Keepamericabeautiful.org, litter cleanup costs the
U.S. almost $11.5 billion per year.
Then don't botha', Obama! Litter
goes into loading docks, recre
ational areas, construction sites,
and retail, bringing property levels

down to 7 percent. Meh, as long as
it's not in my hand, I'm good. Also,
about 15 percent of littering is af
fected by the environment. That's
it?? I'd kill for a 15 percent chance
to pass Trig.
This site says "Debris may be car
ried by storm drains into local wa
terways, with potential for serious
environmental contamination." Ha,
I'm more concerned about contam
ination on my- eh, nevermind.
So I mean, I guess I'm destroying
the planet or some shit. But I still
don't really care all that much. My
personal life is way more important
than the longevity and purity of na
ture. This eco-friendly hippie crap is
just a trend like reality shows and
sedans. It's sure to die out. And I
know I'm not anti-establishment:
about 85 percent of littering is the
result of individual attitudes. Keep
up the apathy, America. </Sarcasm>

There Is More Going On
Out There A Look at How American Students View the World
Adam Shoulders, Staff Reporter
ASHOULDERS@CSUMB.EDU

I was browsing Yahoo! And Google
News the other day and I real
ized that I was witness to a phe
nomenon that occurs every single
day. There were stories being re
ported of massive tragedies and
life-changing events from around
the world: an earthquake in Tur
key, Gadhafi killed, and President
Obama pulling troops out of Iraq,
all events that help shape the
world around us. Yet when I look to
see which topics and web searches
are currently trending in the search
engine's top 10 listing, I see stories
about Lindsay Lohan, Lady Gaga,
and the NFL.
It struck me as odd that people
seemed more interested in enter
tainment news than real world
events. It is almost as if we, the pub
lic, don't care, or worse, don't want
to care about other people and
places. There seems to be a wall of
ignorance that many of us put up
to block out stories and informa

tion that may challenge our per
sonal beliefs and notions on how
the world works. By bombarding
ourselves with useless trivia on ce
lebrities, sports, and other forms of
entertainment, we are, in essence,
making it so that we do not have to
think about other people and im
portant issues.
I had to find out if this was really
the case.
I walked around campus the
other day to try to gain perspective
on how many students know about
major events that are currently af
fecting our planet. I spoke with 10
different students whose majors
ranged from HCOM to ESTP, and
pulled from every class standing
from freshmen to seniors.
My experiment was simple; I
asked each student two questions,
one about the earthquake in Tur
key, and the other about Lindsay
Lohan breaking her probation.
Sadly, only 4 out of the 10 stu

dents had anything relevant to say phenomenon occurs, "I don't be
about the earthquake in Turkey, the lieve that students are too lazy or
other 6 just acted surprised upon too busy with their own lives.. .they
learning this.
just don't want to deal with the so
Interestingly though when I pre cial responsibility that comes with
sented the Lindsay Lohan question, knowing about things that go on in
5 students knew some information the world."
about the subject, while the other 5
How can we change this?
said they didn't care.
While attending classes I have
What I inferred from my mini noticed that so many professors
experiment was that it seemed like try to inspire their students to think
more people knew about the use about the larger world around
less Lohan information, yet didn't them. To not only get involved in
really care, while less people knew their community, but to expand
about Turkey but were, at least, in their knowledge enough to ignite
terested enough to learn and un a desire to learn and gain under
derstand the story.
standing of the worldwide issues
The students I spoke with and events. Many of these profes
seemed interested in major news sors use current issues and events
events from around the world but as topics for discussions and as
it doesn't seem like they are re signments in an attempt to bring
ally motivated enough to find the students up to speed on the world
information on their own. Aaron around them.
Snyder, senior, Environmental Sci
Debra Bussman, who is a long
ence Technology and Policy, ex time professor, the co-director of
plained his theory as to why this the Creative Writing and Social Ac

tions program, and coordinator for
Service Learning at California State
University, Monterey Bay, gave her
opinion on the subject, "I think
corporate controlled media plays
a huge role in keeping us ignorant
and distracted. Given the studies
that show that by the time a child
turns 18, (he or she) will have spent
more time in front of a TV than in
a classroom, it is not surprising
that folks know more about the
Kardashians latest assault on the
sanctity of marriage than what's
happening with Arab Spring."
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EDITORIAL POLICY
The Otter Realm is a bi-monthly student publication produced by the Otter
Realm club and HCOM 389. Opinions expressed herein do not necessarily
reflect the views of the Otter Realm, CSUMB administration, faculty, staff or
college policy.
The Otter Realm serves two purposes: It is a training lab for students
who wish to develop journalism skills, and it is a forum for free expression
of campus issues and news. The Otter Realm Editorial Board will determine
what to print on these pages. The Editorial Board reserves the right to edit
for libel, space or clarity.

SUDOKU
su-do-ku [soo-do'koo]

Each Sudoku has a unique solution
that can be reached logically
without guessing. Enter digits
from 1 to 9 into the blank spaces.
Every row must contain one of
each digit. So must every column,
as must every 3x3 square.

HIS
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Evander Blakely, Staff Reporter

Kylie Fields, Staff Reporter

EBLAKELY@CSUMB.EDU

KFIELDS@CSUMB.EDU

According to (about.com/sexual
statistics) about 80 percent of
males and 64 percent of females
masturbate from time to time. So
it is not uncommon to choke that
chicken or rub the muff, the prob
lem is what if you have a room
mate. I am pretty sure you would
not want your roommate to walk in
when you're feeling yourself (Mac
Dre voice), that will cause an ever
lasting awkwardness between you
and your roommate and you will
instantly become the target of his
jokes and I know you don't want
that. There are maneuvers you can
take to prevent this from happen
ing to you.
First off you should know your
roommate's schedule. If you know
his schedule this gives you a signifi
cant time window to do what you
do and not worry about him walk
ing in on you. It will allow you to
have some YOU time and not have a
fear of being interrupted or caught.
This time will become ideal if your
roommate goes home for the week
end because you will have three
days to rub yourself, hug yourself,
and love yourself (not that I have
that problem, I'm just saying), no
worry, no fear, no interruptions.
You may be able to talk about it
to your roommate, but this will be
hard because you don't want your
roommate telling everyone "Hey
man, my roommate wants to wack
off, so that alternative should be
out unless that's your cup of tea. My
suggestion is that if you absolutely
feel the urge, and cannot hold it no
longer, the shower is your answer.
You are able to be inside your own
steamy domain where you have
all the privacy in the world with
no outside interruptions, which is
maybe the best option. Be discrete,
way all options and most of all
don't get caught, hahaha

Whether you are single or not, ev
eryone gets sexually frustrated at
some point. But when we get to
the point of growing up and going
away to college, how are we sup
posed to deal with this especially
with sharing a room with a com
plete stranger in one room? This is
a question that is potentially prob
lematic for both males and females.
Whether it involves bring someone
back to your room or even just
needing some of that "alone time"
you have been needing all week,
what are some ways you can make
sure that this "happy time" of yours
will not be interrupted? No one
wants to be walked in on or be the
one walking in on someone; it can
be awkward for both parties.
One of the easiest and most com
mon things to do when trying to
help yourself with either masturba
tion or if you need that special time
with someone you are dating, is to
learn your roommates schedule. It
may be a little more difficult if you
have more than one, but I am sure it
is still doable. When your roommate
is away at class, you know about
what time they will be back so you
know how much time you have.
This is a conversation that you
may also what to have with your
roommate. This may be easier for
guys than girls, but it is something
that should be discussed. For some
it may be easier to start off with
just going for it and being blunt
while others like to beat around the
bush. What ways to you let each
other know that you need to room?
When asked this question, some
freshmen shared that they had
stickers that decorated their dorm
doors. When a specific sticker was
missing, that meant that the room
was being used. Another student,
a sophomore responded that they
use the traditional way is by placing
a rubber band on the door handle.
This one has been seen in movies
and television dramas. One last
idea I had received from a class
mate was placing a piece of tape
over the keyhole to your room, as
your roommate tried to unlock the
door they would see the tape and
hopefully get the hint. These are all
great ideas, but I would suggest to
make sure that you discuss all op
tions with your roommate and ask
as many questions as you need.
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gift card

Adam Michael Flores, Junior HCOM Major
ADFLORES@CSUMB.EDU

Lucas O. Seastrom, Freshman TAT major
LSEASTROM@CSUMB.EDU

A crash of thunderous
Booming
And white spray.
The blood is grey this day,
Of foreboding yellowish
Swirls.
Crash again and
White rivulets pour
Down like waterfalls.
Above cypress cling to
Jeffers'oriental rock,
Enshrouding the mass
In shadowy green.
The blood is grey this day
As of the mighty granite
That westward Points.

Credit or debit the machine asks me!
Beep doo bleep to you too.
I can choose both on my bank card.
Enter your_______ club card and you'll get your savings.
Save me, save me, save me some money with a card I hear calling.
I look at the gift card counter by chance,
Mushed there by the traveling flock of shoppers.
Still, I hear that same voice crying to save her.
Save me, the back of each gift card says with a bar code to scratch off.
Monica, the ten year old girl from Ecuador I sponsored.
They gave me her card almost like a 3 X 5 drivers license.
Except she can't go anywhere with this unless I approve her.
Stamp of approval!
Looks like my baby sister...pelo morena..ojos cafe...but...less happy.
Plus the Holy Ghost is whispering on my heart.
Sssaaaave hhhhhhher....Sssssaaave hhhher...
I look at those gift cards again.
$10 _boop__ tunes, $25___ bleep__ movies, Amazonian prices even for me...
But would they save this little girl from the rain forest?
My origins have seamed me to here from Guatemala...
My roots have transplanted me here from the Phillipines...
I can trace my tribe back to the natives of the pueblos through the southwest...
Native American...! have a card that says so!
But she has no card...except that registration card that is in the dump now, because I
was foolish with my funds and "couldn't have another expense".
I hope you can forgive me Monica.
I pray you live to see your next birthday.
Because I'm gonna find that registration, and send you a birthday card.

Henry Houston, Online Editor
HHOUSTON@CSUMB.EDU

I should not compare thee to words extant
From the ink of the dead poet, which fell
To the scribe from the doomed soul facing jaunt
Toward the ringing of life's ending bell.

SUBMISSIONS
Ever wanted to have something published in a
newspaper?

Now is your chance!
The Otter Realm is now looking for creative works of poetg|||prt
stroies, letters to the editor, and reviews. Send your submi^^fc to
submissions@otterrealm.net. Our print limit is
will publish the rest at www.otterrealm.net

Words change over time, are not trustworthy,
And cannot be a genuine token;
The faint poet writes with words defile
The delicate rose, which wilts when spoken.
With what words will I write to share my love?
All has been said; leave me, Impediment,
To woo at odds end, to lament above
For planting me without any words sent.

If I write words written times before hand,
Will it ever emerge from leaves of man?
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What are the staff members of the Otter Realm thankful for?
"I give thanks for all the
amazing people in my life
whether it's my family, my
friends, my brothers or even
my classmates that I come
into contact with every day."
Adam Napoletano

"Movie nights spent loung
ing in sweatpants and
munching on overpriced
carbohydrates."
Jessica Rodogna

"I'm thankful for Adam
Savage, Jamie Hyneman,Tory Belleci, Grant
Imahara, Kari Byron,
Mike Rowe, the Tetul
Family, and Bear Grylls.
Boom De Yada."
Aubrey Madrigal

"I am thankful for
everything and every
one in my life."
Katie Shoneff

"So much to be thank
ful for; my health, great
friends, wonderful family,
upcoming graduation,
our soldiers staying safe
in Afghanistan."
Nicole Evans

"I am thankful for
Stephen Colbert.
And if this doesn't
get me on his show,
I don't know what
will."
Adam Dikeman

"I am thankful for
all of the oppor
tunities that cross
my path everyday
that challenge me
to become a better
„ - II
me.
Jessica Dedmon
" I am thankful for
my family, friends,
my girlfriend, Bog
art andTofurkey."
Henry Houston

"I'm thankful for
all things GEEK. If
geek culture didn't
exist, I would
probably require
professional help."
Andrew Hines

